1702 Camels for Prospectors.
Wagin' in connection with the closing of
a certain road. 1 have inspecfed the
lithageaph  furnished by the depart-
ment with regard to the area proposed
to be closed, and [ am not sure that 1t is
the exaet position of land which is
desired to be dealt with. Although the
loeal munieipal eouncil have given their
approval tu the closure, still the plan
has not yet been before them. I shall
make a puwint when 1 refurn ro Wagin
to-morrow of showing the munieipal au-
thorities this plan in order to make sure
there is no mistake about the portion of
the road to be closed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned ol 828 p.m.

Legislative Elssembly,
Wednesday, 27th January, 1909.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—(CAMELS FOR PROS-
PECTORS.

Mr, HUDBSOXN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to sell the camels recently in use
on the Transcontinental Railway survey?
2, Has the Minister considered the advis-
ableness of secnring the camels for his
departinent for loan to prospectors? 3,
Have applications by prospectors for
camels been refused recently 2 If so,
why!?

f ASSEMBLY.)
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The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : 1, The Works Department pro-
pose selling a number of the camels which
were used on this work. 2, Yes, but we
have 30 camels for loaning purposes,
which should suffice. 3, Last year six ap-
plications were received for the loan of
eamels which we could not approve on
aceount uf camels not being then avail-
able. In none of these cases were the
applications repeated.

QUESTION —RAILWAYS, PRI-
VATE LINEES,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, Have the Government the power to
compel the proprietors of private rail-
ways to earry goods and passengers over
such lines at Government rates? 2, It
50, will the Premier take steps to compel
the timber companies of the South-West
to vespeet this provision?

The PREMIER replied: (1 and 2.)
As power to construet private lines has
heen granted under varving eonditions in
the past, if the hon. wmember will speecify
the particular line or lines referred to, the
information desired will he made avail-
able.

QUESTION —RAILWAY COX-
STRUCTION AND RELIEF WORK.

My, LOGHLEXN asked the Mimster
for Works: Is it a fact that the con-
struction works  on the  Pinjarra-
Marinup railway are a relief work for
the unemployed, as deseribed by the 1Fest
Austratian of 25th January?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The Pinjarra-Marinup railway is
part of the Government’s railway policy;
its construetion was expedited in ocrder

to find employment for unemployed

wurkers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY UNIFORM
CAPS.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Colonial

Treasurer: 1, What is the reason the
Tender Board did not aeccept the lowest
loecal tender for the supply of ecaps, ete,
for the Railway Department? 2, Have
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the Tender Board wade enguirics as te
the cost of the eaps, ete., required for
ithe Railway Departinent of auy firm of
manufacturers, or the agent of any manu-
facturer or other person, with a view of
having the supply required purchased in
England? 3, If not, what is the reason
for again calling tenders for the supply?

The TREASURER replied: 1, Ouly
one tender was received, This was for
imported goods with an alternative for
local manufacture, but the rates ten-
dered, as compared with those previously
peid. - were considered too high. 2, No;
but an offer has heen received from the
munufacturers who supplied the late eon-
tractor to supply a eertain bumber of
caps of one line which they had on hand
at a price which shows a large saving as
compared with the rates previously paid.
This offer has been accepted. 3, See
Ne. 1.

QUESTION—STIRLING ESTATE.
PARTICULARS. _

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Premier: 1,
What was the price paid by the Govern-
raent for the Stirling Fstate? 2, What
was the cost of surveying, -classifying,
and drainage works on the estate? 3,
With the whole of the land sold what will
be the purchase money? <4, What inler-
est is being charged the seitlers on the
unpaid portion of the purchase money?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, £10,000.
2, £6,845. 3, £26,673 (exelusive of re-
serves). 4, Five per cent. on reducing
balance (iveluded in purchase money).

QUESTION — SEWERAGE TANKS
AND FILTERS, BURSWOOD.

Myr. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Works: In view of the public anxi-
ety as to the condition of the Burswood
fanks and filters, will the Minisier have
the tanks filled with water and the mach-
inery put on the filters in order to make
a pubhc test?

The MINISTER FOR WORI\S re-
plied: Yes, as soon as certain repairs
which are now being put in hand are
eompleted. '
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MOTION—STIRLING ESTATE,
LREPORT.

On otion by r. Heitmann. ordered:
That the report of the manager of the
Agrieultural Bank on the Sticling Estate
be laid on the Table.

BILL—SUPPLY, £492,747,
Appropriation Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
connection with a Supply Bill for £492,.
T47.

Ordered that the Message be taken in-
to consideration on the next sitting day.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Committee of Supply.

Hesumed from the previous day, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair,

Railway Department (Han, H. Greg-
ory, Minister).

Vote— Railways, £992,583:

Mr. JOHNSON: It was not intended
to prolong the general diseussion on
the Railway Estimates, but he desired to
offer a few opinions before the vote was
passed. At the outset he desired with
other hon. wembers to express his plea-
sure at having seen in the newspapers that
the threatening industrial trouble had bteen
avercome, and that now we were gnatan-
teed industrial peace for a given term.
At the same time he wanted | to express
his extreme regret that the executive of
the Railway Association had departed
from the recognised prineiple ‘and ac-
cepted more than 48 howrs as constituting
a week’s work, " He was influenced to
make these rvemarks beeause he remem-
hered only a few years ago that the ¢ques-
tionn of & hours for railway servanis was
brought prominently before the Parlia-
ment of the day, and so strong was pub-
lic opinion that 8 hours should constitute
a dax's work that asmotion to that effect
was pazsed by the Legislature. But it
was found difficult to put it into opera-
tion, and then it was thought they could
depart from the eight hours’ day by
waking it 48 hoors a week. Time rolled
ot and now we were at a stage when, as
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shuwn by the last general elections, the
people desived to see 48 hours constitute
a week’s work for the whole of the rail-
way serviee, but the railway asseciation
had aceepted 56 hours as constituting, at
least, one week’s work. This was regret-
table because the prineiple of an 8-hours’
day had been aceepted by the people of
the State, and it was a recognised trades
uniong’ principle. After all the question
of hours was a bigger question to him
than that of wages, but now the time
was passed, and we would have to wait
until  the terminalion of the present
agreement, and then fight it out again.
He hoped that the fight would then be in
the House instead of allowing the ques-
tion to be settled by a eonference where
compromises of this kind were earried
ount, Althongh we had industrial peace
so far as the members of the Railway
Associntion were concerned, we were not
so assured as far as the officers in the
service were concerned. The poorest
paid men in the Railway Department
were the unfortunate night officers, who
worked long hours and ofien received
less than 8s. a day.
Mr, Gill: The
blame chiefly.

Mr. JOHNSON: 1t was due to the fact
that they had not the go in them to de-
mand their just rights and form an as-
sociation (o put-their just claims before
their employers, the people of the State.
Had they the same organisation as the
general traffic employees we would not
see these men working such long hours
for such miserable wages. KEach year he
had raised his voice in appealing to the
Minister to give these men some considera-
tion, but still they were struggling, work-
ing 12 hours during the 24, and in some
cases seven nights a week. He took abso-
lutely no notice of railway returns from
a financial point of view; because so long
as we had the manager of our railway
system controlling loan and revenue ex-
penditure, we would, never have a satis-
factory return showing the actual cost of
the operations. Each year there was a
certain rendjustment, a eertain juggling
of lozn and revenue funds, in order to
make ihe railways eome out a little better
than ihey would if we had the two funds

have themselves to
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controiled by different departments. If
we had that system we would get a true
result of the work done out of loan
maneys and the work done out of rev-
enue moneys; but unfil we had that, it
was useless for the Minister to trot out
figures year after year ns to the opera-
tions of the railways. beeanse mno one
gould say definitely how things stood.
When talking of the abolition of tbhe item
for replacing rolling stock, the Minister
liad omitted to point out that this fund
was prineipally devated to providing for
depreciation in connection with our loco-
motives. EBach year four per eent. had
been written off in this way, but now there
was to be no allowance for depreciation,
The Mimister said the item was abolished
beeause a sinking fund was provided, but
that sinking fund was not paid by the
railways, therefore, the railways were not
providing the depreciation on locomotives
and other rolling stock. It was regret-
table the item had disappesred, becanse it
was absolutely necessary in order to keep
the maintenance of our rolling stock to a
proper standard. Of course the Minister
would show that the value of our volling
stock as an asset was higher to-day than
when originally manufactured, but he
{Mr. Johnson) would not take the Min-
ister's figures in this regard as absolutely
correct, though he knew that the utilisa-
tion of native timbers, partieularly tuart,
meant that our trucks were superior to-
day than when first built. For instance,
trucks originally bmilt to carry six tons
were now, throngh the use of this timber,
able to carry nine tons, and consequently
the value of the trucks incressed, but not
to the extent the Minister would make
ont, because, while we improved our
trucks and rolling stock in this way, the
maintenance of our locomotives had been
reduced to such an extent as to diseount
the improvements in the other directions.
So he could not accept the figures given
bv the Minister as being correct. or ns
conveying the true position of affairs in
eonnection with the maintenance of rol-
ling stock. Despite the arguments of the
Minister, the maintenanee of our rolling
slock was not up to the standard it shonld
be; and the safety and convenience of
the travelling publie were not being safe-
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guarded: they were being sacrificed in
the interests of economy. Recently,
when leaving Busselton by train he no-
ticed that any person entering a carriage
had to dust the seats. There was not a
suofficient staff to keep the carriages clean,
uor were there sufficient porters tv cope
Wwith the luzzage, and women had to earry
their own lugzage.

My, Scaddan: 1t is the same through-
out the State. )

AMr. JOHNSOXN: While travelling by
Arain from Greenbushes to Picton Junc-
tion he noticed that at nearly every siding
theve was a large guantity of fruif to be
loaded, and that where there were the
largest consignments of fruit there was
no attendance at the stations. At every
station the gnard had to put the fruit on
the train, though in some cases the con-
signor might be there to assist him. Yet
this gnard was expeeted to run the train
to time. Of all the irains through the
agricultural distriets he had travelled in,
not one ran to time. Although the devel-
opment of agriculture was taking place
to a large extent near Greenbushes, sta-
tions that were previously aitended to by
stationmasters were now left to the at-
tendance of the guard. It was abso-
lately impossible for the gnard to run his
train to time, and it was ahsolutely im-
possible to keep our railway system going
without giving greater attention at some
of these important stations. It was not
only in the South-West, it was the same
on the Greai Southern line, and on other
lines. The department economised to
such an extent that they eould not run
the trains to time, and they absolutely
sweated the gnards and provided no ai-
tendance at stations.

Hon, . 1f. Piesse: As far as 1T am
concerned the Great Southern trains run
to time very well.

Mr. JOHNSOXN seldom got to Perth
on fime. and he fravelled frequently on
the line. The methcd of distributing re-
tiring allowances tn retrenched officers
must be protested against. Ovne officer,
after 16 years service, was retrenched,
and was only offered two weeks' salary
for each year of service, though through-
out the service the rule was that those
who had 15 years’ serviee should receive a
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retiring allowance of one month  for
every year of service. e had brought
this matter under the notice of the Min-
ister previously, and the Minister had
promised to see that justice was done, but
nothing had been done to this officer, who
had declined to accept the half allowance
ziven fo hio.  In regard te the utilisa-
tion of tuart, reserves should be made
and placed under the control of the
Working Railways Branch to guarantee
that department a supply of tuart. He
was given to understand there were no
speeial reserves for this timber, but he
understood that several belts eounld be re-

served near Mandurah and Roekingham,

This land should be reserved for the
working railways. On one of the sidings
near Busselton he had seen stacked a very
lavge consighmeni of tuart. It had been
put there on special order from the Rail-
ways Department. It was a great pity
that orders should be given to private
companies to supply this limber when
there were reserves which could be set
aparl For the purpose. A great deal of
tuart was being destroyed every year and
if the land containing that splendid bim-
ber were reserved it would prove a great
asset to the State and of great assistance
to the working railways, while it wounld
considerably reduce the cost of mainten-
ance of rolling stock, partienlarly in the
ease of trucks used for the carriage of
firewood. Among the exhibits at the
national show were butter boxes and fruit
cases manufactured at the Midland June-
tion Workshops. YWhat was the use of
exhibiting those samples if no orders were
placed with the department and no
chance was given to them to get orders
for themselves.

Mr. Jacoby: There is not enough of

the timber.

M. JOHNSON: The river banksia, of
which these cases were made, was obtain-
able in very fair quantities throughout
the State, at leasl so he was given to un-
derstand.  Cases made of the timber
were four ounces lighter than the impor-
ted article. The wood was odourless and
tasteless and consequently made better
boxes for fruit and butter than any other
wood in Australasia.
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Mr. Bath: The timber is too gaod for
frut cases. - ., .
Me. JOHNSOW: That was ineovvect,

for the timber eould not be nsed .for any
other purpose.

The Premier:
quantity.

My, JOHNSON: Tf the (Fovernment
were s0 inclined they could find there were
several areas of Crown lands on which a
fair quantity of river banksia was grow-
ing. If an order were placed with the
Railway Department they could get suffi-
cient timber to turn out a large number
of these cases. :

The Miwister for Railways: We are
not geing in for the manufacture of the
eases, but merely exhibited those partien-
lar cases.in order to show what ean be
done. - .

My, JOHNSON: We sbould manufac-
ture the cases, for.there was machinery
and all facilities to turn out fruit- boxes
equal o, if not, hetter than those now be-
ing imported and at a «cheaper rate. Al-
though ..the department, in- his opinion,
were. quite.right to make these hoxes, it
appeared from the statement of .the Min-
1ster that they wounld not be allowed fo
de-the work. It was to be regvetted that
tlns was so for the department were es-
peeially suited to undertake. it. Eviden-
tly. the officers had taken an interest in
the.matter and it appeared from what had
been said they.could show the Ministry
where this timber ecould be obiained in
fairly large quantities. If . we had not
the timber and ¢ould not make the eases
why were. the boxes. exhibited” at Bus-
selton® - ., . . ., oo

. The: Premier: . Mr. Fawcett, of Pin-
jarrah, has been making these boxes for
two years, hut he could not get any more
timber-and has given up the work.

Mr, JOHT\TSON The timber could be
obtained if the Minister would give the
department  encouragement. Ii was
greatly to be' regretted that working men
had been retrenched from the workshops.
Our own tradesmen had been put off
while immigrants were still employed,
This was distihetly unfair and the Mini-
ster should inquire inte it.

The Minister for Radways T will if you
give me particulars.

You cannot get it in any
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Mr. JOHNSON : When the debate on
the Address-in-Reply was proceeding.. a
statement was made on this very matery

The Minister for Railways : There was
only ‘one instance to whlch ob]eetlon wa,s
taken by the association.

Mr. FJOHNSON : His present complamt
was in connection with the tradesmen of
the department and others of oub own
men | who had been five, six, and
seven years in the service and therefore
must have been tompetent to do the
work. They had demonstrated their
qualifications and’ were retrenched, and
immigrants had been teken on in their
places, Lo

The Mindster for Railway Js I cannot,
credit that on the reports T have Tecoived.

- Mr. JOHNSON : There were instances,
and he would get one.and submit it to
the Minister. , "

The Minister for Radlways: T will go
up with you and will look_ca,refully into
the matter.

Mr. JOHNSON : It was to. be regret.ted
that the Minister, when dealing with the
questign of men receiving 7s. a day, al-
ways confined himself to the f{ettlers, or
the men in the repairing. gangs. Inevery
cagse where he (Mr. Johnson) had brought
the matter forward he had confined his
remarks to the locomotive workshops
and had stated that in the ways. and
works and locomotivs slmps 8 number
of men had been employed at 7s. a day.

The Minister for Railways: 1 gave

figures . last night showing .the pay
the labourers received, '
Mr. .  JOHNSON :- The Minister had

always said there was only one fettler
receiving 7s. & day. Men who had been
reduced to 7s. a day had done. the same
work previously for 8s. a.day. However,
under the new agreement-the men would
all receive 8s. and the trouble would be
at an end,.but he mentioned.the.case
because it was not. fair that the Minister
shonld make out- that the department
were not employing men in the shops at
7s. a day. .

The Minister for Radways ‘The Com-
missioner ,contradicted that. statement
at the conference with the representatives
of the men. The union delegates gave
one instance where a man, after having
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been retrenched and taken on again. was manures, members would - know -that

paid a lower rate than that received

before the retrenchment.

Mr. JOHXNSON: The maintenance,
rolling stock and permenent way branches
were not receiving the attention they
should, in the interests of safety and of
the travelling public. The Commissioner
was economising too far and the Minister
should watch this matter carefully for,
by neglecting the permanent way. great
harm might be done. The maintenance
of the permanent way was being neglect-
ed to a great extent.

Mr. BATH : 'The Minister, wheri deal-
ing with the question of sectional returns,
said it would be impossible to give any-
thing like aceurate returns as to the re-
sults from each branch of the railway
systemn. What was done elsewhere, done
by private and government railways in
Europe, Creat Britain 'and America
should be done here. It was not that we
could not get accurate returns, but it was
because there was an unwillingness to give
them and e desire to cover up the fact that
one part, of the system was being made to
pay for other parts, and that one body of
the consuming public had to pay for the
losses sustained by others. If there were
a desire on the part of the department vo
supply these returns there would be no
obstacle to providing them, and giving
sufficiently accurate returns for our pur-
pose and for the informetion of the public.
There was no section of the community
on the goldfields or on the coast which
would object to give reasonable en-
couragement to new districts, but they
all desired in a matter of this kind to
know exactly how the system was pan-
ning out, and whether it was paying or
being worked at a loss.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When dealing with the items he wounld refer
to many of the matters mentioned by
members on the general discussion, but he
would like now, in reply, to refer to the
gtatement of the member for Swan (Mr.
Jacoby} as to the grain and manuores
freights. The reduced grain rates came
into force on the 7th September of last
year and facilities were given for convey-
ing the year’s harvest to market. As to

-some time ago the Government announc-
ed their intention of making a consider-
able reducéion in these freights. The
reduction came into force on the 24th
November, 1907, and since then manures
had been carried at a farthing per ton per
mile. Other matters mentioned he
would leave until the items were being
considered. There was, however, one
other question he would refer to. There
had been criticism by the member for
Guildford concerning the delays to trains
owing to the- necessity for -picking:-up
fruit at various stations. Every mem-
ber who was interested in the agriculiural
industry must agree that we should give
every facility for the carriage of perish-
able products and he would be pleased if
the trains were delayed even a little more
if there were plenty of produce coming
along. Those members who enmplained
should ‘turn to the Eastern States for
an example. They would find that the
train service given here was, with the ex-
ception perhaps of that of Victoria, more
than equal to any other train service in
Australia, With regard to the question
of sectional returns, raised by the Leader
of the Opposition, he (the Minister) had
consulted with the Railway authorities
in view of the desire of hon. members
that these sectional returns should be pro-
vided in the annual reports of the Railway
Department. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways had stated that while it would be
possible to give some idea of the profits
of each section of the railways, it would
have to be done largely by guess work,
and that it would be quite impossible for
the departinent to devise any method by
which accurate sectional returns could
be supplied. He {the Minister} had
pointed out to the Commissioner that in
Queensland sectional returns were given,
and that there the sections were kept en-
tirely separate one from the other. How-
ever, it seemed that it would be quite im-
possible to get such returns here, and he
had been advised by the Commissioner °
that sectional returns were not given on
the American railways. He had before’
him a report by Mr. Kirkland. whn was a
great authority on railways. In this
report Mr. Kirkland had dealt especially
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with the question of giving sectional re-

turns. He had said—

**When we attempt to a.pporhon ex-
penses between particular parts of a
road we encounter still graver ques-
tions, difficulties at once inherent and
insurmountable . . ., . . The
first obstacle that confronts us in at-
tempting a division of expenses is the
impossibility of apportioning the cost
of management equitably among the
several divisions of a road. ..
The common expenses of a road are not
divisible. As soon might we attempt
to determine the relative amount of
nourishment that we derive in the
economy of life from particular kinds
of food, or determine the comparative
amount of wear and tear that our
bodies sustain from various classes of
labour, as to attempt to determine to
what particular division many of the
expenses of & railroad are chargeable.

The cost of operating a
parttcuja.r line or section of road is the
material, labour and expense disbursed.

The most ingenious and patient efforts

have been made to devise a system

whereby these expenditures might be

correctly apportioned, but without

success.” :
While he would be very pleased indeed if
the sectional returns could be provided in
the annual reports, it seemed from all the
information thet he could obtein from
the officials of the department that it
would be absolutely irnpossible to provide
these sectional returns in all their par-
ticulars.

Mr. BROWN : Except he were to get
some assurance from the Minister for
Railways of a more equal distribution of
Collie coel it was his intention when on
the item ‘' Materials and Stores™ to
move that it be reduced by £10,000. - He
trusted that in this he would have the
support of members, and that as a result
the several coal companies would be per-
mitted to share alike in the contract.

Item, Inspectors and TForemen,
£17,120: .
Mr. BOLTON : Notwithstending that

the number of officers coming under this
item had been reduced since last year,
there was a large increase in the amount
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to be paid to these officers in salaries.
Seeing that, with the exception of two,
all these officers were receiving salaries
of above £200, he thought it was necessary
that the Minister should explain the
reason of this increase in the aggregabe
salaries,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYXS:
The increase amounted to only £709. Aa
a matter of fact the expenditurs in
1907-8 had been £400 less than the esti-
mate. By a rearrangement of work an
officer hitherto engaged as a clerk was
now provided for as an inspector. Three
reductions had been made in the number
of those coming under this item, but
others had been appointed as mspectors,
and provision was here made for a fore-
man and for an inspector who previously
hed been provided for on the wages sheet.

Mr, BOLTON : Notwithstanding thé
explanation of the Minister it was cleat
that there was a smaller number of men
under the item this year than there had
boeen last year. There was no information
before the Committee to show that the
£709 had not been divided amongst thé
highest paid of these officials. Tf thers
had been a re-arrangement of the work—
and he knew that there had been, and
that it was a wvery questionable re-
arrangement, under which certain officers
were not altogether retrenched but re-
graded and placed in a lower grade and
paid compensation and still retained in
the department, doing exactly the same
work—then these officers holding the
higher status had been given an increase.
This he thought was most unfair, seeing
that the Government had besn unsble to
pay the due inerements to the officers of
the TEducation Department. Certainly
it required some further explanation.

Mr. BATH : The item totalled £17,120,

" and in combination with other adminis-

trative items on the same page of the
Estimates made a total of £29,050 ; and
if hon members were to include the al-
lowances it would probably amount to
£40,000 for the work of supermwnding
alone, This was & big itemm and one
which had received no attention whatever
from the Government in their policy of
economy. The men in the lower grade
had felt the pinch all through, but these
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gentlemen coming under this item were
still in receipt of their salaries, and the
positions were still maintained. It would
be found that although the (Government
were getting a supply of electric light
from a private firm in Perth, and in Fre-
mantle from the Harbour Trust, they
were still paying salaries to electrical
engineers. Again, although wvery little
work was going on in connection with the
permanent way, the department still re-
tained the same staff of resident and
agsistant engineers, notwithstanding that
there had been a great reduction made in
the number of wages-men employed.

Mr. Angwin: You do not expect the
Government to reduce engineers and high
officials. o

Mr. BATH : It was not that he desired
that the salaries should be reduced, but
he certainly thought that the staff would
bear reducing. It was about time that
the Minister should pay some attention
to economies in this direction.

Mr. SWAN: A good deal had been
heard about comparisons between the
Railway Department of this State and
those of other states. The Minister might
well draw a comparison in respect to this
item, when he would find that there was a
very much higher percentage of officers
such as those referred to under the item
in this State than in any other of the
Australian States. The item covered
inspectors and foremen. He thought it
was & pity that the Railway Department
did not follow the example of New South
Wales in the method of making the
appointments of foremen. Drivers in
this State were appointed to the position
of inspectors. With that he had no fault
to find. But he did think that a foreman
in charge of & large quantity of valuable
machinery should be appointed from the
ranks of the mechanies. It was a system
which had been proved in New South
Wales. The Minister would find that in
nearly every caese in New South Wales
the man in charge of a loco. depot was a
mechanic. He (3r. Swan) knew some
of the depots in this State under the con-
trol of ex-drivers, in which the loco-
motives were falling to pieces. ]

Mr. ANGWIN : It was to be remem-
bered that there had been very drastic
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retrenchment in the workshops, notwith-
standing which he had not heard of any .
foreman being retrenched.

Mr. BOLTOXN : One could not agree
with the remarks of the member for
North Perth. This was nat the first time
the Minister had been asked to undertake
an inquiry as to who made the' most suit-
able foreman. There were records in the
office of the Minister or the Commissioner
that practical men miade the bést fore-
men. I{ it suited the department tg
have mechanics a8 foremen then it would
be madness to have drivers: The system
of having mechanics as foremen had hot
proved successfil here, and it. had been
proved elsewhere that mechanjcs did not
turn out, as & rule, as good' foremen’ as
engine drivers did. The mechanic wds
too particuiar a man when lie had to deal
with a breakdown. He was a very good
man to deal with repairs, but & driver
could effect temporary repairs better
than a mechanic. A mechanical foreman
would hang up &n engine, requu‘mg re-
pairs, for weeks.

Mr. SWAN : If the Minister would makeé
inquiry in the other States he would find
that the contention advanced by him
(Mr. Swan) was the correct one. " He did
not suggest that mechanics should be
appointed as drivers, but drivers were out
of place when in charge of depots where
valuable machinery had to be repaired.
There were too many officers such as
those coming under this particular item,
while in the workshops there were too
few. Inthe New South Wales workshops
there was a leading man in charge of 8very
three locomotives being overhauled,
while at Midland Junction one man was
in charge of the overhauling of 10 engines.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
The question as to who would make the
best foreman and how foremen were to
be appointed was a matter of no concem
to him; he would not interfere in a
matter of that sort. It was & matter
entirely for the Commissioner. The re-
duced expenditure in connection with the
administration down to this item amount-
ed to £13,000. That was between the
amount asked for- last year and the
amount asked for this yedr:
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Mr. Bath: Not the whole administra-
tion. I am referring only to the amounts
up to item 14.

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS:
There was & saving being made, com-
paring the amount asked for this year
with the amount voted last year. Pro-
vision was made on the Estimates in con-
neéction with railways which would be
taken over this year. Provision had to
be made on the Estimates for officers in
conneetion with the Hopetoun-Ravens-
thorpe railway, and in connection with
the Coolgardie to Norseman railway, and
various spur lines, for officers would have
to be appointed to carry out the working
of these lines. In this item there were
three officials who had previously been
paid out of other Vvotes. There was a
clerk now charged up to the foreman's
vote who had previously been paid out of
another vote, and two other officials were
previous to this year on the wages staff,
and were paid £190 a year each. That
amounted to £380; then there was the
salary of the clerk. The increases were
exceedingly small ; these were given to
officials receiving the lower rate of wages.

Item, Salaries, Allowances, and Gratu-
ities to officers rétired or reduced on ac-
count of retrenchment, £90:

Mr. SWAN : One officer was reduced in
position from loco. foreman to leading
fitter only for a few months. This official
was to receive £57 10s. compensation for
reduction in position. There were other
officers who had not received compen-
sation for reduction.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If the member would give particulars of
the cases, inquiry would be made.

Mr. ANGWIN: Why were not grat-
uities given to workmen as well as to fore-
men? A man who had been twelve
months in the department had been re-
trenched. He had given every satis-
faction, but no ecompensation was paid
to him. If foremen were entitled to
compensation surely workmen were.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD : What waa the
meaning of the footnote, ““a includes
£595,373 wages and allowance ¥

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
The footnote, was, no doubt, an error. It
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referred to items 19, 20,and 21 on the
next page.
Item, Materials and: Stores, £228,382
Mr. BROWN moved— ,
That the item be reduced by £6,100.

That amount would probably be the
subsidy or bonus that would be paid to
the Collie Proprietary Company. He
was surprised to find recently that at
Fremantle similar coal to that for which
the Government were paying 10s. 3d. per
ton was being supplied to the Fremantle
Tramway Trust for 7s. 10d. per ton.
Why had the Government Railway to
pay large amounts while private com-
penies could get similar coal for a’'much
lesser suin, which meant giving & bonus
to the various companies, on last yedt's
output, of about £13,000 7 He would not
make any charge on this occasion. be-
cause he did not believe that those in-
terested would benefit by’ the increased
price, but he believed he was quite correct
in stating that the Minister for Mines did
agree or recommend that the Govern-
ment order should be divided betweéen
the four companies doing business’ &t
Collie, and he believed that at a Cebinet
meeting, at which the Premier, the
Treasurer, and the Minister for Agrieunl-
ture only were present, that the recom-
mendation of the Minister for Railways
was overridden, and the proportion to be
given to the various coal mining com-
panies was, 60 per cent. to the Collie Pro-
prietary, 22 per cent. to two other com-
panies, and 18 per cent. to the Coilie-
Cardiff Company. He would not make
a charge against the Treasurer, but he
would say that while the Treasurer held
shares in the Collie Proprietary Company
it was only natural he would favour that
particular company. We heard the other
evening from the member for West Perth
that, according to the Commissioner’s re-
port, that for causing sparks from the
engines the Collie Proprietary coal was
absolutely the worst. Wae also saw in an
interview with the Premier, that one rea-
son which actuated the CGovernment in
giving the Collie Proprietary such a large
proportion was that they had done so
much towards developing the bunkering
trade. The figures which were asked for
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a {few days ago by the member fur Cullis
showed that to be an absolute myth ; for
the Collie Proprietary had done less to
foster private trade than any other of the
existing cornpanies. For instance, during
last year these were the figures—they
woere supplied by the Government and
therefore he assumed them to be correct
—the Collie-Cardifi supplied 19,802 tons ;

their private output heing 4,556 tons,’

giving 23 per cent. to -private orders,
against 81 per cent. of QGovernment
orders. The Collie Proprietary received
Government orders to the extent of 50,580
tons, and their private trade amounted to
21,173 tons, or 41 per cent. of their total
output. Then the Secottish Collieries sup-
plied 19,542 tons of (Government orders
and their private trade was 28,111 tons,
. or 143 per cent. of the Government orders
We had the Premier telling members that
the new arrangement had come into force
on the 1st January, 1909, and would con-
tinue until the 31stJanuary, 1910, and that
the reason for giving the large proportion
to the Collie Proprietary was that, it really
represented two mines, namely, the Gov-
ernment colliery and the Proprietary, and
that practically speaking those were the
collieries which had done so much towards
opening up the trade. And the Collie
Proprietary,. he further added, was re-
sponsible for intreducing a large bunker-
ing trade. The statement of the Premier
given no doubt in good faith, was abso-
lutely . misleading when we had those
figures with reference to the two com-
penies, and, with regard to ‘the other
collieries. The Collie Proprietary was
said to be working two mines ; but as a
matter of fact they were. working only
one shaft, and coal was coming out of only
one.pit. And moreover, it was the only
foreign company which was doing busines
at Collie. Z We were informed further by
those who knew, that, in the Collie Pro-
prietary at present no developmental
work was being done; the mine was
practically let on tribute, and coal was
being taken from the old workings left by
the company.

My, Bolton : It is good coal.

Mr, BROWX : Where we were paymg
only on the calorific value it mattered
little what coal was used. If some of the
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¢oal from Collie were of a lower ealorifie
value and bad to be taken in greater
quantity, it could easily be used on the
Bunbury or the contiguous lines. No
reason had been given why the Govern-
ment were paying such a big price as 10s.
3d. per ton when some mines were sup-
plying the same coal by tender for 7s. 10d.
The collieries were quite willing to tender
for Government supplies, and he was sur-
prised to find in the agreement which had
been drawn up, that all the collieries'were
absolutely in the hands of the Minister
for Railways. 1f it was good enough for
the Government to call tenders for the
Newcastle coal, surely they might have
been expected to call tenders for the
supply of Collie coal.

The Premier : Would you be in favour
of calling tenders for the whole supply ?

Mr. BROWN: Absolutely. The
former Commissioner of Railways in his
report pointed out that in one year the
£13,000 paid by the Government meant
a bonus of £50 to every miner on the
Collie coalfields ; and the Commissioner
stated also in his report that the subsidy
given to Collie in three years amcunted
to the huge sum of £81,000. All he (Mr.
Brown) asked for was that there should
be an’ equal distribution of Government
orders ; not only fér the railways. but in
connection - with all the institutions
managed by the Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
With reference to what the hon. member
had said regarding the decision of
Cabinet, he assured-him that when the
matter was dealt with in Cabinet there
was a full meeting, and every member of
Cabinet concurred in the decision arrived
at. . S .
Mr. Brown ;: On your recommendation.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There was nothing further to say on that
point. The hon. member in spesking
with regard to the apportionment of the
coal and the payment according to the
calorific value, had to remember that.if it
was necessary for the department to
convey 30 tons more for every 100 tpns
of one class, that was, carrying 130 tons
of Collie coal which would be equal to 100
tons of Newcastle coal—it meant & great
difference to the department when they
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had to carry that quantity over great
distances. Further, there was the point
that some Coliie coal would last a con-
siderable. period, whereas other coal from
Collié would not, last any length of time.
In some instances after eight or ten days’
exposure, the coel became quite unfit for
use on the locomotives. With a view of
helping every colliery, it was provided
that that inferior coal should be used as
far as possible in the districts adjacent
to the Collie mines, and in that way the
department was able to get the best value
from it. The question of giving an in-
eréased price was one that could easily be
explained to the safisfaction of members.
It was thought advisable some time ago
to call for tenders and one colliery tender-
ed for the full amount, but it was not
thoiight wise to give to dne colliery the
whole of the supply for the Railway
Departmient -} it was desired to build up
the Collie district, and we apportioned
the orders to the various collieries ‘as we
thought we were justified, not only from
the values of the coal, but'owing to other
-eircamstdnces. In dealing with the Pro-
prietary mine the Government were deal-
ing with two collieries, although the whole
of the coal was at present being removed
from one. Thé Proprietary company,
hawever, were paying a rental on the
whole of the area, some 240 acres, which
they had from the Government. There-
fore it could be said they were working
two collieries. But the position was
that they were the company to whom the
Government agreed in the first place to
give the whole of the tenders for Collie
conl. Prior to that the percentages were
allocated to the various collieries, but the
Proprietary mine was the only mine
which was thoroughly developed, and
time after time after 1901, the Collie
Proprietary Company were asked to
supply, and did in some instances supply
the whole of the orders. When three
years ago we apportioned the contracts
to the companies it was found that the
Collie Proprietary at that time had been
receiving some 63 per cent. of the total
orders of the railways. They had been
offered the contract to supply the whole
of the coal for the railway system ; they
‘had the colliery which was being develop-
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ed. Enormous sums of money had been
expended ¢n it, and as he had stated, they
had, time after time supplied the whole
of the Government orders when the other
companies were unable to do so. The Gov-
ernment subsequently gave to the Collie
Proprietary mine 45 per cent. of the total
order, and 18 and one-third per cent to
each of the other collieries. That

- arrangement, existed up to the beginning

of this year ; but in the interim the price
of Collie coal was fixed according to the
value of Newcastle coal, taking Collie
coal on its ealorific value and on the basis
of the value of Newcastle coal, which was
fixed. at 19s. 8d. per ton, and we paid on
that basis. We made a promise that if
Newcastle coal increased in price we
would increase the price of Collie coal, and
that if it decreased we should decrease the
price of Collie coal accordingly. When -
Newcastle coal increased in price some
time ago we were then placed in the
position of having to give an increased
price for Collie coal, and we apportioned
it again on exactly the same basis as we
did formerly according to the calorifie
valoe. When the question came up this
time as to how the orders should be
apportioned, the same reason did . not
exist for giving the greater order to the
Proprietary mine as existed three years
before ; but still there were strong reasons
on account of the way they had served us
in the past, and the value of the cosl ;
strong reasons why they should receive

"larger orders than the other collieries.

The principal reason was that that colliery
had in the past been able to comply with
the demands of the Government for coal.
Another reason was the value of the coal.
It was recognised that the Co-operative
Company supplied’ coal, if not superior,
at least equal, to that supplied by the Pro-
prietary company ; but the same remark
could not be applied to other colljeries.
He regretted having to make any dis-
tinctions in regard to the values of the
coal supplied by the different collieries,
but in order to justify the apportionment
of the Government order he was com-
pelled to do so. The coal supplied to the
railways by the Cardiff mine was not ounly
low in calorific value, but it weathered so
gu;‘ckly: and it had to be used 8s soon g
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possible aiter coming from the pit.  How-
ever a distinet promise was made to the
Cardiff people that as soon as they opened
up the new seam they said they possessed
of coal equal to the Scottish Collieries coal,
we would be prepaered to give them a
proportion equal to the other two col-
Yeries. In speaking of these coals he
was only dealing with them from a loco-
motive point of view and from the point
of view of the Railway Department in
regard to the relative values of the coal
Mr. Hume, the Chief Mechanical Engineer
had forwarded a report, which he did not
care to read, but this report pointed out
that if we gave to the Scottish and Car-
diff collieries a proportion equal to that
given to the Proprietary it would mean an
increased loss to the Rajlway Departinent
for a year of £2,5623.

M~. Bolton : And 50 per cent. of your
trains would be stuck up. You cannot
give an equal distribution.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member spoke from experience.
His (the Minister's) opinion was based
upen the report given to him by the Chief
Mechanical Engineer, who stated that the
total quantity of Collie coal for the year
wasz 104,751 tons, which, divided by four,
gave an amount of 26,188 tons ; but that
26,188 tons of Scottish coal was only
equal to 24.383 tons of the Propristary
coal, while in the case of the Cardiff coal
the margin was greater in comparison
with the Proprietary coal. However,
when the Cardiff Company opened up
their new seam, the Government would
be only too pleased to consider their ¢laims
for better treatment. Governments had
demanded that the Railway Department
should take steps to build up and foster
the coal industry. The cosalfields must
be developed because there was no
greater asset to the State than good col-
lieries. When the strike in New South
Wales took piace we realised what our
position would have been if there were
.no collieries opened up at Collie at the
time. So every Government tried to
foster the industry, but the Proprietary
mine had been the one corporation to
develop their property so as to be in a
position to supply the whole of the coal
required by the Government. Other
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collicrics had failed vo supply the Govern-
ments’ demands, but the Proprietary
people always came forward and were
ready to supply any order sent to them.
Mr. Hume said that the Proprietary had
been able to supply a better coal for
locomotive purposes than the other
collieries with the exception of the Co-
operative ; but the Co-operative was a
small colliery not sufficiently opened up
to supply the whole of the demands of
the Railway Department. These briefly
were the reasons inducing the Govern-
ment to alter the apportionment on this
occasion. Tt had also te be borne in
mind that Mr. Bedlington was opening
up another colliery at Collie, and had
written stating that he hoped to be in a
position in the near future to supply coal
to the Government. Presumably that
application would have to receive the
same consideration as the applications
from the other companies. At any rate
the Government had on this occasion re-
duced the Proprietary’s order from 48 to

.35 per cent, and increased the Co-oper-

ative Company’s order from 18 to 22 per
cent., and also the Scottish Collieriss
Company’s order from 18 to 22 per cent.
buat the Cardiff Company's order was left
the samne as before until they could supply
& hetter coal. The reports he had with
him he preferred not to go into so as not
to make any more distinctions as to the
value of the difierent coals, but membera
could peruse them, and they would be
quite satisfied that the action of the
Government was perfectly justified.

M~r. Brown : Are these proportions your
recommendation to Cabinet ?

The Premier: The Government is a
unit.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When the recommendation was made he
was not & member of Parliament. 1t was
just after the general elections. He was
asked to make a recommendation and
sent & long report to Cabinet dealing ex-
hauvstively with the whole question, and
he left it to his colleagnes to fix the
matter up thinking that it was not his
duty in the circumstances to meke s
recommendation. However, Cabinet
did not deal with the matter but left it
until his return to Perth. He was present
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at the Cabinet meeting when the whole
thing was discussed, and the decision
arrived at by Cabinet was unanimous,

Mr. BOLTON: If the Government
wanted a reasonable excuse for giving
& greater proportion of the coal supply to
one mine over athers they could get one
if they asked for reports from practical
men, beceuse they would find that some
of the coal supplied to the Railway De-
* partment was absolately unsuited for
ratlway purposes, especially that supplied
from one mine he would not mention.
He knew from his own experience in the
past and from talking to those who had
experience with the coal to-day that there
was one colliery getting the biggest pro-
portion of orders that supplied a coal that
could be used on the locomotives, and
that there was some coal being supplied
from Collie that could not be used. He
had no desire to make any invidicus dis-
tinctions between the collieries. If the
Government paid more to the collieries
for the coal than the price at which the
collieries were prepared to supply their
coal to private consumers, of whatever
extra money was spent in this direction
in developing the industry a good pro-
portion was returnsd by the faet that the
price of Newcastle coal had been reduced.
He remembered when it was 27s. a ton
and for a considerable time the ruling
price for Newcastle coal was 22s. 6d. per
ton. The price was only brought down
by the Government using Collie coal.
We would not hear complaints from men
as to its being harder on them to use Collie
coal if we stuck to the good mines and
did not take too much from the lower
grade mines. He did not wish to name
those, but the Government were justified
in giving larger orders to the mines to
which they had given them, and they
would save money if they would give a
smaller order to the Cardiff mine.

Mr. JOHNSON.: The distribution was
not a sufficient encouragement to those
companies that were doing a lot to estab-
lish private trade. The Minister referred
to the previous Government's proposal
to give the whole of the contract to one
company. As a member of the Labour
Government he (Mr. Johnson) had favour-
ed that course,. The Government had

[ASSEMBLY.;

Commiittee of Supply.

called for tenders for the supply of coal
to the Railway Department and the
lowest tender was that of the Proprietary
Company, and the Government had de-
cided to accept that tender providing the
company entered into an industrial
agreement with their men to ensure that
they could supply the whole of the c¢oal
required for the term. What influenced
him in deciding that way was that he
realised too many of these companies were
practically living on the people of this
State, seeing their total output was con-
fined to the Government orders, and that
it was unnecessary for the State to keep
four or five companies going where there
was only need for one.

The Premier : It is better to have more
than one. '

Mr. JOHNSON : Now the value of the
coal was realised and the coal was on the
outside market, competition was better,
but in the circumstances existing at that
time it was better to confine the order to
one company provided they could enter
into an industrial agreement. They
could not, and of course they did not get
the contract.

(Sititng suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p.m.)

Mr. JOHNSON: The present position
with regard to coal supplies at Collie
was that the Government had decided
not to eall tenders, but to distribute the
order among the various coal compan-
ies in the Collie field. The Government
had oot dealt out equal justice to all the
companies operating there. At the out-
set the avgument of the Minister was
confined to the fact that the calorifie
value of the Collie Proprietary coal he-
ing superior, the Government decided to
give that company a greater percentage
than the others; but, according te Dr.
Jaek’s veport, the calorific value of the
Collie Proprietary was not so good as
that of the Co-operative . Collieries.
Therefore. if the calorific valne were to
be taken as a guide, the Co-operative
eompany should receive more than the
Proprielary. While the former showed
a grealer ealorific value it must be horne
in mind that aceording to practical ve-
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sults the Co-operative eoal was of less
value than the Proprietary. That was
aceording io the information he had re-
ceived from many practical men. Evi-
dently, however, the Government had
not decided to adopt the calorimeter lest
for they had given the greatest pereent-
age of the order to the Proprietary. The
¢oal that gave the best practical results
was a mixture of the Collie Proprietary
and the Seottish Collieries. 1§ was said
by men who were well up on the subject
that that mixture was almost equal to
Neweastle coal, and that being so. it
elearly demonstrated that an injustiece
had been done to the Seottish Collieries
Company. The Government should bear
in mind the main point in connection
with this maiter, and that was that the
greatest percentage should be given to
those companies that were spending
money on their mines, and using their
best endeavours to build up ‘a private
trade. The one argument against the
Collie coal eompanies in the past was
that they relied upon Government orders
to too great an extent, and did not make
any special effort to establish an ontside
trade. The Seottish Collieries were now
expending a considerable sum of money.
and were putting mueh energy into de-
monstrating the value of their coal for
bunkering purposes, with the result that
they had byili up a very large trade.
They were considerably handicapped,
however, owing to the fact that the Col-
lie Proprietary Company could go ro
the various eompanies from whom orders
were heing requested by the Seottish
Collieries Company and sayv that they
had superior coal, as was demonstrated
by the fact that the Glovernment gave
them 45 per eent. of their order. The
enmpanies which tried to place Western
Australian products on the markets of
the world should be encounraged. The
main hnukering trade outside Western
Ansiralia had been carried out by the
Seottish Collieries Company. Therefore.
they should receive more consideration
than the Proprietary, and the Govern-
ment had been distinetly unfair to them
in the distribution of the order. It was
to be hoped the Government would re-
eonsider the distribution and remedy the
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existing evil. Again, an injustice had
been done inasmuch as the order had
been distributed among four companies,
whereas there were now five companies
operating on the fields, The new com-
pany had spent a considerable sum of
meney at Collie, hut they had received
ne consideration.
for

The Minister
company i3 that?

My, JOHNSON: The Westralia.

The Minister for Railways: They ave
nor prepared to supply.

Mr. JOHNRSON: Bat the nrder in
question was for supplies for three
years.’ ’ ’

The Premier: No; only for 12 months,

Mr. JOHNSON: The new company
were therefore to be deprived of the
Government bonus for a period of 12
months. According te last vear’s figures
for the vear’s supply the companies re-
ceived as honuses: Proprietary £4,653;
Cardiff, £1,865; Co-operative, £1,926;
Seottish, £1,783. The Government, how-
ever, said to the wew ¢ompany that al-
though they would be o a position after
a few months to supply. they would get
ne Govermnent ovder until the expira-
tion of the presemt agreement. That
was unfair to the compauny.

The Premier: How do vou arrive at
the amount ?

Mr. JOHNSON: By taking the per-
centave of the order. For iustance, 43
per cent. goes 1o the Collie Proprietary.

The Premier: The question 1 want an-
swered is how yvou arrive at the amount
vou eall a bonus.

Mr. JOHNSON: That is the aunual
s paid by the Government to rhe eom-
panies over and ahove what is charged
to outzide companiez, For every ton from
Collie we pay a bonns of 23, per ton. The
Government pay, roughly speaking, 10s.
per ton, whereas outside firms pay 8s.

The Premier: You mean the difference
between the private rate and what the
companies get from the Government?

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes, and that in it-
self amounts to a bonus. It was owing
to the bonus that the companies were
able to operate on the private market.
If the new eompanv did not receive some
consideration they could not operate on

Railwaeys: What
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the private market, as they could not
compete with the eompanies receiving
the Governmeut bonus. This eompany
should receive some slight consideration
at the hands of the Government, and
be told that, immediately they were
ready to produce, a certain pereentage
af the order would be given to them.
This pereentage might be taken from the
order at present given to the Proprie-
tary Company. By this means the orders
altogerher would be placed on a fairer
basis. Even if that were done, however,
he would still claim that the Scottish
Collieries were not receiving a fair share
of consideration.

The PREMIER: This question was
fraught with considerable difficulty, in-
asmuch as if any half a dozen people
. sat down to make an allotment of the
" urder, each one would draw up a differ-
ent basis. There were so many different
considerations to be taken into account.
In the first place. so far as the Collie
Proprietary were concerned, there were

a number of men who had procured a
livelihood on the mine for a considerable

number of years and who had established

their homes in the viecinity of Collie,
And to some extent the decision of the

Government had been arrived at in eon-
sequence of a deputation reeeived from
the workers of Collie, whe had pointed
out that in the event of a different per-
centage being allecated to the mines out-
side Collie they would be penalised to the
amount of their railway fares to Collie-
Cardiff or some of the other mines. At
the same time it was te be borne in mind
that while the Proprietary was sitnated
in Collie these other mines were five or
six miles away, which meant an increased
haulage on their eoal. The Minister for

Railwavs had pointed out that in taking
the question into consideration the Gov-
ernment had realised that so far as the
Proprietary was concerned, thev tos had
done a good deal towards opening up
the coal frade. They had last £10,000 in
endeavouring (o establish a briquette
trade. Works had heen establizhed at
Bunbury, but it was found that the eoatl
was not suitable to the purpose. The
naember for Guildford had expressed the
helief that the eollieries had not been
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treated fairly. In his (the Premier's}
opinion they had been treated very fairly;
and those who were interested in the
mines before the present people secured
them, had had to pay the piper. Thou-
sands of pounds had heen lost in the
Scottish Colliery in the early days of its
development, and the people who held it
at the present time had got it en very
favourable terms. Moreover, the Govern-
ment had done all that was possible to
assist themn in establishing a bunkering

trade. . Unfortunately, it seemed that it

was absolutely neeessary to inake eompari-
sons; with the vesult that, while these
companies were endeavouring to advance
the intevests of their own coal they found
it eszential to speak disparagingly of other
coals, If this sort of thing were to con-
finue the result would be that the whole
of the Collie ecal would be barred. Survely
there was nothing to prevent these firms
from plaefhg before the public the full
merits of their respective eoals without
feeling it inenmbent upon them to speak
digparagingly of other coals. In respect
to bunkering, no doubt the Seottish Col-
liery had done a good deal so far as the
number of vessels was eoneerned; but as -
far ax bulk went the Proprietarvhaddone
nore than the Seottish Colliery. Nor had
the Scottish Colliery done the proper
thing in stating, in a recent advertising
eirenlar issued in London, that their coal
was recognised as the only bunkering coal
in Western Australia, The member for
Nerth Fremantle who was a praectieal
man, -had given his experience in regard
to the quality of Collie Proprietary coal
as. a coal for use on our railways. This
was the question the Committee was de-
bating at ihe present time, and he (the
Premier) had in his possession several
letters from  engine-drivers = staring
that the Collie Proprietary eoal was far
superior for lecomotive purpose to any
other ccal in Collie. At the present time,
although the Collie Co-operative took pre-
cedence as far as calorific values were con-
cerned, there was a considerable amount
of elinker with that coal, and the engine-
drivers did not consider it equal to that
from the Proprietary. If half-a-dozen
men were to get together in an endeavour
to arrive at an equitable distribution of
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the orders, they would no doub{ come to
Aifferent conclusions, owing to the very
many considerations {o be met with. The
original distribution had been 45 per ceat.
for the Proprietary and 1815 per ceut.
for the Co-operative, the Seottish Col-
lieries and the Cardiff. As a matter of
fact in re-distributing these orders the
Government had not econsidered it ad-
visable to increase the percentage to the
Cardiff company. Af the same time they
had not considered it to be advisable to
call for tenders at the present time, al-
‘though that would be by far the easiest
way out of the difficulty. This question
of distribution had caused a considerable
amount of annoyance to the Government,
and it would be a very simple matter to
call for tenders and give the whole of the
orders to the lowest-priced coal, taking
into eonsideration its ealorific value:

Mr. 4. A, Wilson: And the workers
wages would at once come down.

The PREMIER: That was so. The
Government had increased the price of
coal becanse they were assured by the
men working in the mines that they eould
not make a living wage at the old rates.
The fact had to be taken into considera-
tion toe, that the Collie coal served as an
insurance premium against the price of
the Neweastle coal. 'The Government had
stated that if any increase were to be
made in the price of Neweastle coal they
would increase the price of the loeal coal
proportionately, provided that the in-
erease should be participated in by the
workers. That aeccounted for the increase
in the price paid for Collie coal. He did
not know that there was anything further
lo say, exeept that in coming to this eon-
elusion the Government had considered
that they were dealing equitably with the
several companies. If they had reduced
the Proprietary by more than eight per
cent. a large nomber of men seitled at
"Collie would have had to leave the district,
or at least go five or six miles away from

the town. At the same time they had de-
cided to equalise the distribution np-
wards. In consequence the Proprietary

had been reduced from 45 per cent. to 38
per cent., and the Scottish Collieries and
the Co.operative increased frem 18 per
cent. 1o 22 per cent.. leaving the Cardift
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at the percentage of last year, namely,
18 per eent. At the same time the Mini-
ster for Railways had suggested that. in
the event of this company striking a bet-
ter seam, as it was hoped they would do,
that they should be given an opportunity
later on to secure an inerease in their
orders. In regard to the guestion raised
by the hon. member as to wheiher the
Government should allocaie to a 1aine
which was not producing any coal 3 pro-
portion of the orders, he (the Premier)
thought that if the Government were {o
take this into econsideration they wonld
very soon have a proposition from other
lease-holders saying that they would be
prepared to open a colliery at an early
date provided the Government gave them
part of the order. He (the Premier)
thought it would be quite time to take
that sort of thing into consideration when
such lease-holders were in a position to
produce coal.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. ANGWIN: It appeared to him
that the departinent had not done the Lest
thing in tbe interests of the State in fix-
ing up a coniract for three vears for the
supply of Neweastle eoal. TIn March,
1008, the department had ealled for ten-
ders for the supply of coal, but-the prices
submitted were considered to high. In
Angust lenders were again called for; and
again the prices submitted were consider-
ed to be too high, Another firm had then
stepped in and offered to supply coai to
the department at a price considerably
below that tendered for. It seemed very
strange that immediately this other firm
shonld come into the market those who
had heen previously tendering should take
steps to ecome to some arrangement with
the department. The tenders for ecoal
had been advertised by the Tender Board;
but when the arrangements came to be
made the Tender Board, or its manager,
was put on one side and the negotiations
were carried on by the Railway Depart-
ment. When the manager had protested
against this svstem of dealing with ten-
ders he was quietly informed by the Com-
misstoner that the diseussion in regard
to the suppliss had beew: of a eonfidential
nature and therefore could not be dis-
clored. He (Mr. Angwin) thought that
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whenever there was a possibility of saving
several thousand pounds in respect {o sup-
plies, it was the duty of the department
to effect that saving. The confidential
interview with Messrs, Mellwraith, Me-
Eacharn, & Co. had resulted in an agree-
ment with this fiim for coal to be sup-
plied at Fremantle at 19s. for the first
year, and for the second and third years
at 19s. 6d. at Fremantle and 24s. at Ger-
aldton. But. several days before this
agreement was arrived at, the department
had an offer of a cargo of coal to be sup-
phied at Fremantle at 19s., and at Ger-
aldton at 21s. This, taking into con-
sideration the suppiies reguired by the
department, would have meant a saving
of at least £6,000. This partienlar cargo
of eoal was to have been supplied as a
trial, because this particular coal, althongh
it had bheen used on the Vietorian and
South  Australian railways with satis-
factory results, had not been previously
used on the Western Australian Railways,
Consequently it had been made clear that
this particular eargo was to be regarded
merely as a trial shipment with a view
to future arvangements, The manager of
the company had poivted out that the ar-
rangement was merely to deliver the one
cargo at this price, and this the depart-
mental officers had fully undersiocod. He
showed them a telegram from the head
officestating thai,**This carge is to enable
the railways to test the coal with a view
to  their lixing a uew confrael
pending negotiations.” It appeared ihe
comnpany were led to believe that ne ar-
rangement would be fised up with regard
to the supply of Neweastle coal without
the company having an oportunity of
tendering.

The Minister for Hailways: How were
they led to believe that?

Mr. ANGWIN: By personal infer-
views with the storekeeper.

The Minister for Railways: T do net
admit that.

Mr. ANGWIN The eargo was de-
livered on trial.” That was shown by the
file. There was undue haste, for the offer
was made on the 7th November, 1908,
and there was an immediate rush by
those whose tenders had been refused
previously as being toa high, to come to
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an arrangement with the Commissioner
overlooking the Tender Board altogether.
Members would realise that when neo
agreement was entered into with any
ecompany on the 7th Nevember but on the
11th November an arrangement was fixed
up with the combine to supply coal.
Thevefore 1 say there was undue haste.
The eoal purchased on trial had not been
delivered ; it was on the water at the time,
and Messrs. J. & A. Brown had been led
to believe that an opportunity would be
given them of tendering for the supply
of coal to the Government.

The Treasurer: Why did they not ten-
der?

Mr. ANGWIN : If the Treasurer
looked thyough the file he wonld find that
in the first place tenders were ealled for
supplies from certain pits but an altera-
tion was afterwards made,

The Minister for Railways: Expressly
for these people,

Mr. ANGWIN: The alteration was
made asking tenderers to state what pits
they were prepared fo supply the coal
from. If the department were in earnest
that the coal shonld eome from eeriain
pits was it not as easy to say that the
coal from certain collieries would be ac-
cepted as it was to mention what col-
lieries the eoal shonld come from., Tt
meant this, thai if Messrs. J. & A. Brown
had tendered there was a possibility of
their tender being refused for the reason
that an opportunity had not been given
of trying their eoal and therefore another
tender had to he accepted in preference.
He wished to point oul the lame excuse
viven for the manner in whieh Messrs.
J. & A. Brown had heen passed over. Tt
was said that they did noi own ships and
might not have been able to charter ships
for tlwee vears. This firm wished first
of all to place the Government in a sound
position.  They wanted to supply the
Government witl, a trial lot of coal so’
fhat the Government would be satisfied
as to the quality of the coal, and then
they would have been able to offer a
fair price for the coal to be supplied by
them.  Seeing that retrenchment had
been the order of the day in the Railway
Department the first retrenchment should
have been with & view of catting down
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the combines who had been robbing the
country for so long. The Minister shounld
have taken into consideration the addi-
tional £6,000 which was given to the
shipping ¢ombine for the supply of coal.
That money could have been used to
better advanlage in employlng men on
the railways. He did not say the Gov-
ernment were to blame, for from a peru-
sal of the file they knew nothing about
it. This contract had been enlered into
by the departmental oflicers and the only
information placed before the Premier
when he was asked to give approval were
the first and second tenders, This was
not the first time we found the combine
trying their fricks on. It was done in
connection with almost everything they
were engaged in. If there was a possi-
bility of getting a high price they got il.
but if someone came in offering to deal
fairly, then the combine underent and
with a little bluff got what they required.
He thought the Minister was willing to
give fair play to everyone tendering for
the supply of coal, and believing that, he
(Mr. Angwin} trusted the Minister would
seg that an error had been made by the
department and that a portion of fhe
supply of the c¢oal required for working
the railways during the next three years
shonld be given to the persons who had
been unjustly treated.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: The discussion
which bad taken place convinced him
that it was nesessary for tbe State, and
for all other States who owned their
railways to also own coal mines,
South Australian Government were tak-
ing steps to purchase a mine. Ii was
ridiculous that we should endeavour to
bolster up a loeal industry by paving a
bonus to private enterprise, when we
could purchase a mine and work it onr-
selves.

AMr. Bath- We owned the Proprietary
mine and the Government gave it away.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We eould get
what profit there was out of the coal and
have a hand in managing the mine. With
regard to the combines, the member for
East Fremantle had placed the case
preity fairly before the Committee. It
was proved throughout Anusiralia that
the Newcastle coal combires made it a

(27 Jaxvary, 190970

The

Commiliee of Supply. 1719
practice on every oceasion to rob the
varions (overnments of the utmest pos-
sible penny. The same thing oceurred in
New South Wales and was aceurring all
over Australia. The hon. member sug-
gested that instead of eeconomising with
the fettlers and workers a greater
cconviny conld have been cffecred by get-
ting a fair deal with the combine, The
hon, member forgot (hat the people whe
ran the combines were political sup-
porters of the Government and believed
in the puniy of pelitics. They were also

opposed to soclalistic legislation. That
accounted for the economy whieh had
been exercised on the fettler and the

7s. 6d. a day guard. A sum of £6,000
was handed to the proprietors of the
private eoal mines; the combines were
allowed te charge what they liked. The
sooner the State puvehased not only the
coal mine at Collie and worked it for the
use of our own Government departments,
but also purchased one at Neweastle in
New Sounth Wales the better for this
State.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
One did not know if it would be wise at
the present time to open up a State coal
mine even if we had the member, as he
had suggested, as managér of it.

Mr. Underwood: That is a cheap sneer.
We have heard it before and you will get
an answer as you did previously.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
In regard to the question raised by the
member for East Fremantle that member
had spoken to him a few days ago about
the matter with the result that he had
produced the file so that the member was
able to go through it. He (the Minister)
had not been able to go through the file,
but he well remembered the conversation
with the Commissioner in regard to the
matter, when the Commissioner dealt
with the action taken in regard to the
contraets and congratulated himself on
the good bargain made for the Siate.
The member for East Fremantle had told
him (the Minister) that J. & A. Brown
considered they bad been badly treated
and the member was desirous of seeing
the file to examine info the cireumsiances
of the case. Having examined into the eir-
cumstances he {the Minister) did not think
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the member had been quite fair to the
department in the way he had explained
the matter to the House. In March, 1908,
tenders were invited for the supply of
Newcastle eoal required by the Railway
Department. Three tenders were re-
ceived, and the lowest was that of Mell-
wraith, McEacharn, and Company at 21s.
10d. a ton for one year and 22s, 4d. for
two or three years, the contract to be sub-
ject to the conditions being modified.
This represented an approximate expen-
diture at Fremantle and Geraldton of
£33,842 for the first year and £53,600 per
annum for the second and third years.
No tender was accepted.  There were
ample reserves at Fremantle and efforts
were made to incrense the Geraldton
stock, pending arrangements being made
for recalling tenders. Several offers for
the delivery of 2,000 tons of Newcastle
coal at Geraldton were received, the low-
est being at 26s. Gd. but this was eonsid-
ered too high and was not aceepted. On the
26th May, 1908, Messrs, J. & A. Brown
wrote asking for an interview in regard
to the supplies of Newcastle coal. On
the 8th June, 1908, the chief railway
storekeeper called at the office of the firm
and saw their representative who stated
they wished an amendment of clause 3
of the conditions of contract to permit
of the firm tendering. Messrs. J. & A.
Brown were prepared to supply from
their own collieries, but not from any
mine named in the schedule. It was
pointed out that the contractor had the
option to supply from any of the mines
named in the schedule, and the depart-
ment did not order from any particular
pits. However, the point was noted, and
when the conditions were reviewed the
following words were inserted in clause
3:—“The contractor may name in his
tender the colliery or collieries from the
above list of pits from which it is pro-
posed to obtain the coal.”’ It was under-
stood this would meet the objection
Messrs. J. & A. Brown had to tendering.
So that the Railway Department had this
amendment inserted especially to suit
J. & A. Brown to enable them to tender.
On the 13th Oectober, 1908, J. & A. Brown
offered a shipment of 3,000 tons of New-
eastle eonl at 21s, per ton cif. Freman-
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tle. The offer was declined and the firm
was advised that business was not likely
to be done at Fremantle at a price in
excess of the last contraet rate, but the
department would consider offers for de-
livery at Geraldton. On the 27th Octo-
ber, 1908, Messrs. J. & A. Brown’s re-
presentative made a verbal offer to de-
liver 1,500 tons at Fremanile, and 1,500
tons at Geraldton at 21s. per ton. This
offer was subsequently withdrawn. Fresh
tenders were invited for the supply of
Newcastle coal at Fremantle and (erald-
ton, closing on 29th October, 1908. Four
tenders were received.

My. Johnson: And Messrs. Brown did
not tender. ) .

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
The lowest tender was that of Messrs.
Mellwraith, McEacharn, at 21s. per ton
at Fremantle and 24s. 4d. at Geraldton.

Mr. Johnson: You outlined the pits
that the eoal should ecome from.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
We stated that the matfer would be re-
ferred to an expert in New South Wales,
and if he approved we would accept the
coal from any pit. Mellwraith’s fender
represented an approximate expenditure
of £33,750 for first year and £51,600 for
the second and third year. On 4th Novem-
ber, 1908, Messrs. J. & A. Brown offered
to supply 3,000 tons of Neweastle coal
c.if. Fremantle at 21s. per ton. This
offer was deelined. On 7th November,
1908, the department advised Messrs,
J. & A. Brown that a full ship-
ment would be accepted at Freman-
tle at 19s. or at Geraldton at 21s. per
ton. On the 11th November, 1908, Messrs.
J. & A. Brown advised their willingness
to supply a full shipment of from 2,500
to 3,000 tons coal, balf at Fremantle and
half at Geraldton, at an all-round price
of 20s. per ton—equal to 19s. per ton at
Fremantle and 21s. at Geraldton. They
were advised that delivery would be ae-
cepted, half the shipment at Fremantle
at 19s. per ton and half the shipment at
Geraldton at 21s. per ton. On the 21st
November, 1908, Messrs. Mellwraith, Me-
Eacharn amended the rates tendered on
20th Qctoher, 1908, to—Fremantle 19s.
per ton for the first year and 19s. 6d. per
ton for the seeond and third vears. and at
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Geraldton for 24s. per ton as originally
tendered, and their tender as amended
was accepted for three years.

Mr. Johmson: Did you accept a tender
like that when you were offered coal at a
lower rate a day or two before?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, for the reason that we eould not get
the other people to tender. When we
called tenders in Qctober Messrs. Brown
again did not tender, and Mellwraith,
McEacharn’s tender was deelined hy the
departinent.  Then the departinent re-
ceived an offer from MecIlwraith, Me-
Eacharn that they would supply the coal
at Fremantle at 19s. 6d. the first year and
2s. lower than the first tender, and 19s.
and £48,600 for the second and third year.
24s. at Geraldton, and the department
accepted it. This represented an approxi-
mate expenditure of £31,450 for first year
and £48,600 for the second and third year.
The comparative costs for supplies at
Fremantle and Geraldton under the dif-
ferent tenders were as follows :—“Tenders
received Mareh, 1908, fivst year, £33,842,
second year, £53,600, third year, £33,600.
Tenders received October, 1908, first year,
£33,750, seeond year, £51,600, third year,
£51,600. Tender as accepted, first year,
£31,450, second and third years, £48,600.
Quotes were also asked for supplies at
Albany and Bunbury in this lot. The
tender accepted showed a saving on the
lowest of the first received of £2,392 for
the first vear and £5,000 for the second
and third years, also a saving on the sec-
ond lot received in October, 1908, of
£2,300 for the first year and £3,000 for
the second and third years. Messrs. J.
& A. Brown did not tender on either of
the occasions when tenders were publicly
invited, and the only offers veceived from
them were those he had referred to. No
offer was received from them to make a
contract for the amnual supplies. As
far as bhe could judge from the informa-
tion he had received from the Commis-
sioner, tenders were called and Messrs. J.
and A. Brown did not tender; McIlwraith,
Mc¢Eacharn were the lowest tenderers, but
their tender was considered too high. We
had ample supplies, and refused to accept
any tenders. The department carried on
to the end of October, when fenders were
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called again. The lowest tender was that
submitted by Mellwraith, MecEacharn,
and their price again was 21s. per (on.
Brown apd Company did not tender, but
they were nibbling with supplies of a
shipload here and there. The department
refused to aceept Mecllwraith & MeEach-
arn’s tender at 21s. Negotiations were
afterwards entered into with them, and
the result was that the department ob-
tained supplies from McIlwraith, Me-
Eacharn at 19s. The Cowmissioner wnade
an essential saving.

Mr, Johmson: It was due to Brown
coming in that the saving was made.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If Brown and Company had come for-
ward with a definite offer probably the
department would have called tenders
again. Eveu if these people were a com-
bine we must cxtend a certain amount of
fairplay and justice to them. They ten-
dered, and the other people did not. In
no gense did the other people make an
offer to the department; the tender was
that they would give regnlar supplies.
Brown and Company had no boats of
their own; they had a sort of intermittent
trade here. They were tenderers for coal
some years ago, and then gave it up.
Probably the member for East Fremantle
would -refresh his memory in connection
with Lhis matter. Brown and Company
tad every chance fo tender with regard
to supplies but they did not; they were
simply nibbling round; they had a beat
coming in with coal, and they asked a
price which the department refused to
give. The department obtained the coal
at a lower priee, and probably Brown &
Co. were annoyed at the tender having
heen fixed up without a chance being
given to them. The department were
quite justified. when they were ahle to get
a substantial reduction of 2s. per ton, in
aeeepting MeIlwraith, McEacham’s ten-
der. This was for the supply of coal at
Fremantle. The qnantities required for
Albany and Geraldton were infinitesimal.
The Commissioner was quite justified in
accepiting the redueced price, and moare
than that, he deserved the thanks of the
State, for having heen able to secure such
a substantial reduetion. Tt showed that
he was careful of the finances of the
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State, and was trying to get the best bar-
gain for the Governmént. There was no-
thing to prevent the Commissioner on the
sedond -oteasion ‘accepling the tender of
MeIlwraith, MeEncharn at 21s.’

Mr. Johnson: He knew kia could play
Brown against thém.

"The’ MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If he did, all the better for ihe State.
Brown and Company ‘made no ‘offer to
give the State vegular supplies, and if we
did play them against MeIhvraith, Me-
Eachary ‘'we weére able-thus to boy cheap
coil, and the Comunissioner was worthy
bf'commeﬁdation for the adt.

© M, Jolmsdn Where r]oes Brown come
in?

- The I\U\‘ISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Where hie ought to be lf he wonld not
pt’lb‘hclv tender. -

Mr. JOHNSON: From the statement
made by the Minister he was satisfied that
the: best interests of fhe State had
not been safeguarded in  this new
arrangement. I the Commissioner
had ‘made a saving 'no  eredit was
due to him, thie whole "of the credit
was “due to Brown. The Minisier
stated definitely that Brown came along
and offered to supply coal at 19s, and
mmediatély afterwards Mellwraith, Me-
Eacharn amended their quote to 19s,
when the ‘Commissioner accepfed it, and
the Minister asked the Committee to give
all the eredit to the Commissioner. The
Commissioner should have given an order
to Brown for coming in and cutting down
the price of Neweastle coal to such an
éxtent., What saving had been made was
due entirely to the efforts of Brown and
Conmpany in theiv opposition to the com-
bine which had existed so long.

The Treasurer: They are tl'ymﬂ' to
slip in without tendering.

Mr. JOHENSON: That was absolutely
inecorrect. What they did was what honést
business men would do; they offered a
shipment of coal and if it was up to the
standard they would tender ot negotiate;
but while the shipment was coming to
the State, the Commissioner of Railways
closed with the combine and debarred
Brown & Company from tendering.

The Minister for Railways: Were we
to repeat the tenders twenty times?
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Mr. JOHNSON: The departinent ae-
cepted the offer of Brown & Company to
send = shipment {o demonstrate the valué
of the coal, but before it arrived, ac-
cepted a tender from the combine! 'Tf
that was protecting ibe industries of the
State, God help the State while it was
in' the hands of such people.

Mr. BATH: Brown & Company did
not tender beeause the way in which the
tenders were invited debarred them from
doing so. They were preparved Lo supply
from their owi eollieries, but not from
any specified in the schedule.” In faet,
they wanted their collieries 1nc]uﬂed in
the schedule,

“The Treasurér: Their collieries are m
the schedule; thrée of them.

Mr. BATH: Theih why did tliey com-
plain that their pits were not included
in the schedule? 'They said théy were
prepared to supply from their own col-
lieries, but not from any named in the
schedule. In order to get a chance of
supplying from their own collieries, they
made an offeir of 21s, a ton, but later on
they amended it to an offer of a full
shipnient; and offered to supply at Fre-
mantle at 19s., and at Geraldton at 2ls,,
an average of 1Ys. Gd. per ton. After that
offer was reeeived by the department,
Mecllwraith & Company saw the wisdom
of altering their tender to 19s. at Fre-
mantle for the fivst vear, aitd 19s. 6d.
for the second vear, and 24s, at Gerald-
ton; but that offer was not as favour-
able as Brown & Company’s if they -had
been given the opportunity of proving
their eoal to be equal to the other New-
castle to be supplied. The Commission-
er would have shown more regard for
the interests of the State if the offer had
been accepted, rather than the amended
offer of MeIlwraith & Company. Me-
Tiwraith & Company tendered, but they
were part of the combine, not only in re-
zard to shipping but alse in regard to
the supply of coal; and even if the other
members of the combine, supposed to be
individual firms, submitted tenders. the
whole thing was arranged that Mell-
wraith & Company should supply at a
certain rate and that the other firms
would cut up the tender between them,

" These firms had to be very caveful Jately.
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The (‘ommonwealth department control-
ling the Aect for the protection of Aus-
tralian industries had been on the track
of the shipping eombine, and had been
attempling to bring home to them the
charge that thex had combined for the
resfraint of trade between Australian
ports; and though the shipping eom-
panies pui uwp a good case, it was just
after the reconunendation had been sub-
mitted that no proceedings should be
taken that the ehairman of Howargd,
Smith & Company said they had prev-
iously competed and soffered loss, and
now were all pulling on the one rope,
and someone al the meeting at which
this was said inlerjected and told the
chairman to be more careful as to what he
was saying. The only reply the Minister
for Railways could make to the sugges-
tion thai this eonniving and robbery
should be avoided in the future by the
State taking over a mine and supplying
our awn requirements, was a sneer that
the member for Pilbara, who made the
suggestion, should be manager of the
new mine. Certainly, the hon. member
would be able to impart a little honesty
into the supply of ¢oal. It seemed that
the Minister and the Treasurer had no
other idea than that those supplying
coal for the railways, or exploiting the
timber resourees, or supplying any needs
of the Government, could not do it unless
a number of individuals, drones and
parasites, were given the opportunity of
having a eut in, and of getting their
hands deep into the public purse. It
was about time that politicians in this
Staie, Jooking after the interests of the
public, got above this. We did not want
people making profit out of the State
without giving return; and  although
the Minister sneered at the hon. mem-
ber’s suggestion. it would be a solution
of the difficulty, and we would hear less
of swindling if the Government followed
the example of the Premier of South
Australia and supplied their wants them-
selves and prevented the exploitation of
the public purse by these parasites and
members of combines. .

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Taking the risk
of evoking another cheap sneer from the
Minister as o his capabilities as a miner.
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he maintained there was that system in
vogie in the State of doing nothing
politicatly without getting a cut in that
made the Minister so astonished to see
that someone would make a proposal and
nat intend to get a ent out of it himself.
Tt showed what was running in the Min-
ister’s mind. and what we could expect
if the Minister ran a mine on the lines
as sugwested. If the Minister thought
his (Mr. Underwood’s) mine at Nulla-
gine was not being properly worked, per-
haps he would appoint an inspector for
the distriet. Tn regard to this coal sup-
pl¥. Brown & Company were debarred
from tendering, beeause their pits were
not in the sebedule. Tt was no use the
Minister trying to lhoodwink the Com-
mittee with this sort of stuff. The Min-
ister said the Commissioner deserved
commendation for saving the State a
little the eombine wanted tv rob us of,
but the Commissioner would deserve
considerably more had he protected us
further.  The Commissioner only pro-
tected ns from being partly burgled, and
his management in keeping down the
price was only one of degree. Had the
Commissioner done his dutyv. e should
certainly have waited until Brown &
Company had & chance of tendering. In
this case we were nut paying a bonus to
a State industry to develop it, but .a
houus to exmbines thai did not belong to
the State, but belonged to the Eastern
pact of the Commonwealth.

Mr. ANGWIN: Brown & Compaony
had several interviews with the Commis-
sioner and his officers, and they supplied
this cargo of ceal for the railways to test
it with a view to fixing a contraet after
subsequent negotiations. The whole ten-
deney in regard to the supply of eoal was
that the price should not go above what
was paid on the last contraet, 18s. 11d.
per ton; and when the Government made
up their minds that the price previously
paid was sufficiently high, apparently
they had no intention of accepting any
of the tenders then submitted at the high
rates tendered for; but of course a sub-
sequent confidential chat fixed things up.
Naturally Brown & Company felt rather
annoyed at the way in which they had
heen misled. They were under the im-
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presswn that the contraet was fixed up,
not by the deparfment, but by someone
else. After conversation with the Mini-
gter he wrote to the firm and told them
fhat the’ confract was fised up entively by
the department, but their reply was that
the Minister’s statement was at variance
with the statements of the departmenial
nfheers to them. It showed cle‘nly there
was some misundersianding in regard to
tlle question. The econtract was now
Fvad for three yegrs and by this deal the
dep'\rtment had lost about £6,000. Ano-
ther little m‘atlel to which he desired to
draw ‘the Mnnste: s attention ‘was that of
the r‘nlway balance-sheets in regavd to
stores. There was between the amount
of stoek shown as being in hand in 1907
‘and the amonpt in hand in 1908 a dif-
ference of’ ahput £55,300. Tt was a large
amount and in view of that some informa-
tion should be given to hon. members in

“‘explanation of the discrepancy. The
halance-sheet of 1906-7 had shown stores
to the value of £244.475 as being in hand.
During the year the storekeeper reported
that” he had received by purchase from
the Agent General, from the Eastern
States and from local supplies stores to
ihe valve of £311,259, and had issued
stores to the value of £347,363, which
aceording to the stock and the value of
the stores purchased and issued would
give on the 30th June £205,371. But the
halance-sheet showed stock to the value
of £263,716. On making inqguiries he
had found that these were stores manu-
factured at the workshops, together with
returns not inelnded in tne storekeeper’s
report. Me thought that if {le store-
keeper was purchasing manufactured
goods from the workshops he oughi to
render them in his report as stores re-
ceived. Hon. members wonld then he
able to see where this large guantity of
stores came from and where it had
heen purchased. In the year 1905.6 there
had been a difference of £54,000 in these
stores; in 1906-7 a difference of £109,000,
and in 1907-8, £35,300. He hoped that
in future the Minister would see that
these stores were included in the amount
shown as stores purchased.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

With regard to the coal supplies it was
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to be noted that on their letter paper
Messrs, Brown stated that the collieries
they represented 'were the Duckenfeld, the
Pelaw Main and the Hebburn. The two
first of these eollieries the firm repre-
sented in the usual way in addition to
which they were prepared to supply coal
from the Hebburn. These three collieries
had been mentioned in the tender form
as being collieries from whieh the depart-
ment were prepared to receive coal. To
get over any diffieulty —personally he did
Tot think there wanld liave been any diffi-
cultv—but to enable the firm to be sure
that they cowld supply from:these col-
lieries if their tender weve accepted, the
tender form had been specially amended
by the inserfion of the words “The con-
tractor may name in his tender- the eol-
liery or collieries from the above list of
pits from.which it is proposed to obtain
the coal” That certainly would have been
all that was necessary to enable the firm
to supply eoal from these mines. These
people had come to the Railway Depart-
ment simiply with a shipment which they
wanted to sell, and the department had
been able Lo eut them down and get it
at a lower price from them., That was
the whole history of the affair, and he
thought there was nothing further to be
said an the subjeel. In reference ito the
question of the annnal report as to the
supplies received by the storekeeper, the
point raised was well worth the considera-
tion of the Commissioner, and if -wounld
be noted. He (the Minister) wonld ask
the Commissioner to have future reports
amended as desired by the hon. member.

Item, Compensation or ecompassionate
allowanees to officers or employees injured
on duty, £5,000:

Mr. SCADDAN: Speaking, not as a
railway expert but as a member of the
travelling publie, be desired to draw the
attention of the Minister to the practice
of allowing passengers in a train arriving
at a station to throw open the carriage
doors before the train had come to a
standstill. ¥t was a practice highly dan-
gerous to the people on the platform.
Again, there was the equally dangerous
practice of allowing trains to move out
of a station before the carriaze doors
were closed. Some two months ago his
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{Mr. Seaddan’s) aged mother had almost
lost her life through this practice, having
been knocked down by the open door of
a train in motion. It was a menace to
all persons on the railway platform, but
more partienlarly to aged persons, and it
was a pracfice that oughi to be stopped.
No person should be permitted to open
the door of a carriage until the train had
-¢come to a standstill. Nor should any offi-
cial be permiited to give the signal for a
train to move out except all the doors of
the carriages were closed. In his opinion
the travelling public did not get the atten-
tion in Western Anstralia that was pro-
vided in any of the other States. In other
places, immediately a passenger arrived
at a station with a lot of luggage, there
was a porter waiting to take it from him.
Here, however, passengers were permit-
ted to struggle across overhead bridges
with armfuls of luggage and without any
gssistance whatever from the porters. In
respect to the dangerous pracfice of al-
lowing a train to get into motion while
the carriage doors remained open, it was
to be noticed that the doors had been so
arvanged that a porter by standing near
the head of a tralu could close all the
doors as they passed by wmerely putting
his hand upon them.

The Minister for Railways: It is a
good point. Tt enables one man to close
all the doors while the train is moving.

Mr. SCADDAN: At the same time by
permitting the officials to leave the doors
open until the train moved it gave rise to
congiderable risk to persons on the plat-
form. He himself had seen persons
knocked down owing to this practice, The
practiece, like that of allowing passengers
to open the doors as the train came into a
station, should be put a stop to.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Cossack-Roebourne
£1.850—agreed to.

Attorney General'’s Department (Hon.
N. Keenan, Minister).

Vote—Crown Law Offices, £7]118:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan): The introduction of these
Fistimates is scarcely likely to interest hon.
members very much; because the subjects
involved are necessarily subjeets of but

Tramway,

(60)
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little interest to the average hon. member.
However, I lope to be able to explain
anything that requires explanation, and
when the details are being discussed 1
will he only too pleased to give any fur-
ther information that may bhe required.
In the first place I would point out that
we have in every depariment made a de-
creage in the Estimates. It is true that
the total amount of the decrease iz but
small; still it must be remembered that
the wreatest economy was ohserved last
year, and consequently the further econ-
omy is necessarily a very limited one.
The requirements of the State are extend-
ing every day, and to economise in a de-
partment of this kind is a very difficult
task. To show how far the work is in-
creasing 1 propose very shortly to give
a few figures to the Committee. In the
Crown Law Department last year there
were 9,400 matters dealt with as com-
pared with 5,600 for the previous year.
Nearly 9,000 letters and telegrams were
dealt with ag against 7,000, while the ae-
ecounts dealt with totalled £503,000 as
against £360,000 in the previons year.
Thi§ shows that in every line there has
been an inerease.

Mr. Bath: In litigation?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : We
have taken on a great deal more litigation
hecause the State, dealing as it does, in
a large way, in trading concerns, we were
obliged to act as solicitors in order to pro-
tect the assets of the Stale, and have to
do an enormons amount of conveyanecing
work in connection therewith. We have
te do all the Lands Department work,
and, as members know, the land settle-
ment shows a great expansion, and =ll
the work in conneetion therewith has fo
be ecarried through the Crown Law De-
partment. During the year the Depart-
ment have dealt with some 2,70 matters
of a conveyancing character. The pre-
vious highest record was only 1,900.
There iz one pleasing feature, and that
is that on the eriminal side there has been
only a very slight increase; it is so small
that eriminal records may be taken to
he normal. I hope there will be a de-
erease in this direetion in spite of the fact
that the population is increasing, and that
we have ne right to suppose we shall es-
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cape the ordinary increase of eriminals.
On the civil side we have dealt with 718
matters as against 268 in the previous
year. That increase is due to the fact
that the department have in hand the eol-
lection of a large number of debts aris-
ing from the trading concerns of the
State. A deal of work has been created
owing to the department collecting ount-
standing debts due to the hospitals. This
partieularly applies to the Perth Hospi-
tal, where for years past a number of
outstanding aceounts have been allowed
to exist, in the cases of persons who are
well able to pay. Last year was the first
time the eollection of these aeceonnts was
taken seriously.in hand, the services of
the Grown Law Department were re-
quested, and a considerable amount of
work was involved. T do not know
whether members wish me to give figures
in greater detail, for if they desire so I
will give the figures for each sub-depart-
ment.  Speaking generally, however,
through all the sub-departments there has
heen an increase as compared with the
former year, and an increase, which,
taken as an whole. is of a substahtial
character. That being the case it is ob-
vious that to show at the same time a
reduction in the adminisiration cost is
a difficult matter. 1f members will make
an examination of the Estimates they will
see we have kept the administrative cost
down to the point reached in the previous
financial year. They will allow, there-
fore, that on the whole we have done
something we may reasonably claim some
evedit for. The Electoral Department is
a snb-department, and considerable work
was neeessary there to effect the altera-
tions requisitec in consequence of new
legislation. These alterations are now
practically complete, the onily work out-
standing of a large .character being the
indexing of the varions electoral claims
that have been colleeted in Perth. The
work is now heing put through, not by
the staff, but by utilising the registrars
in the surrounding districts, whe, at the
present time, have not very much work to
do. Tt iz obvious that now the general
elections are over there is a slack time for
these  officers, and we consequently
thonght that it wonld he wise to keep these
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officers engaged in the central office in
deing this partienlar work. It is for this
reason we have inewrred criticism such as
was passed by the member for Bast Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin), who complained
of the department woving Mr. King from
¥rewmantle. That officer was employed
as rvegistrav there, but the Chief Electoral
Officer, who went carefully into the
matter and visited Fremantle on many
aceasions, found that at present there was
practieally no work to be done, and that
it would be wise to employ him in Perth
to eary out the work of classifieation and
resording  the clectors of the State.
Therefore, he moved Mr. King from Fre-
mantle. By doing this a saving has been
effected as it has been unnecessary +n
ohtain extra assistance to do the work
referred to. During the last few morths
we have been trying to arrange with the
TYederal aunthorities for combined aetion
in regard to the electoral rolls, in order
that we might, at any time, be ahle té
print rolls needed for by-elections. We
are now maintainmg at the Governnent
Printing Office the type necessary for the
rolls, so that at any time we can put it
in the printing press and turn out copies
of the rolls for the various electorates.
We proposed to the Commonwealth Elee-
toral Department that they should pay
portion of the cost of maintaiaing this
type, and pay the actual eost of printing
the rolls; they would therefore have all
the advantage of using the electors names
we have collected for the purpose of
framing their own rolls. However, un-
fortunately, the Commonwealth were not
prepared to go that far, and we had in
the end to waive the question of the cost
of maintaining the type,. and simply un-
dertake to priut their volls at a cost which
will allow a small percentage of profit to
the Government Printing Office, hut will
he of little use financially to the Electoral
Departiment. I feel sure thai in {ime we
will be able to make hetter working ar-
rangements on more equitable lines, so
that there will be returned to the State
and the Electoral Department a larger
proportion of the eosi of the colleetion
of electors’ names and the maintenance
nf this electoral type. The election now
pending is a good illustration of the
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walae of the mew system. Immediately
after the lamentable death of the late
member for Murray the type was put in
the printing machines aund the rolls for
the district were printed. They were
printed in a new form, more like a book,
and were oblainable almost immediately
after the announcement of the vacaney.
This ¢ould not have happened if we had
not maintained the type and kept it ready
for use at any moment. With regard to
the expenditure appearing on the Esti-
mates for the Electoral Department, the
sum Js Jargely due to the necessary ex-
penditure for collecting the names for the
rolls for the last general elections, and
for conducting those elections. Of course
we have to carry that expenditure on the
present Estimates as the eleciions took
place in the enrrent finaneial year. It is
only a matter of ordinary deduction for
members to assume that there will he
nothing like the same expenditure re-
quired for the next financial vear. With
regard to the Titles Office, the work there
has been pretty much the same this year
as last. There has been a slight increase
in some of the matters dealt with, and in
others a slight decrease. The total fees
received by the office show a slight falling
off, as compared with the previons year,
the sum being £8,600 as against £9,S00.
On the other hand, however, the expendi-
ture has been reduced to an extent that
allows us to show a profit on last year’s
transactions of £4,900 as againt £4,500
in the previous financial year. Therefore,
the office, as one which pays its way and
hands over a swrplus to the Treaswry, is
a better coneern than it was af the close
of the previous year. A number of
officers in the Titles Department had for
vears been allowed to accumulate their
leave, but that system has now heen put
an end to. Owing to the accumulation
of leave we were placed in the position
of having to employ a number of tem-
porary hands. The men were entitled to
a fortnight’s leave per annum, but these
periods were allowed to aceumulate, with
the tesult that in one year there was a
large expense which should have been
spread over a number of years. With
regard to the stipendiary magisiracy, we
have, in the last finaneial vear, as has
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heen pointed out by the Public Service
Commissioner in his report, made a con-
siderable reduction in the number of
officers. The effect of the reorganisaiion
bas been that four positions have been
abolished, and on the resigmation in ihe
future of one of the magistrales in Perth
there will be a fifth abolition of office,
Ag-far as the future is coneerned, the
magistracies of Perth and of Fremantle
will be abolished, and there will be one
magistrate created, who will have under
him a junior magistrate at Fremanile.
The senior one will be in Perth with the
right to visit either place, and to call
upon the junior nagistrate to assist him
when special work is crowded either in
one place or the other. Under (hut ar-
rangement the work at Perth and Fre-
mantle can be done well and easily, and
it will be unnecessary to have, as at pre-
sent, magistracies existing within such an
easy distance of one another.  As the
position is to-day, possibly the magisirate
at Fremantle has nothing to do on one
day, whereas the magistrate at Perth has
far more than he can possibly manage.
It is, however, impossible to bring this
reorganisation into effect until the pre-
sent occupants cease to hold office. In
addition, we have, so far as possible, re-
moved from the positions of resident
maygistrates the various doetors in the
country who hold those positions. In a
large number of cases, however, it iz im-
possible to do that, as we would not be
justified in making the alteration, Mem-
bers will appreciate the fact that first of
all it is necessary to provide for mediea!
assistance for settlers. Those people can
do without lawwyers, but uot without
doctors, and where the settlement consists
of a comparatively small number of
penple it is imperative that the Crown
Law Department should appoint a
doctor as resident magistrate. Wherever
possible, under the reorganisation, we
have anpointed anly those whn are
magistrates to administer the law. That
applies to the entire South-West, which
lately has veceived a large increase in
population owing 1o the development in
the land poliey of the State.  Perhaps
members will bear with me in referring
to eclerks of court, who discharge very



1728 Annual Esltmates :

important duoties. The item on the pre-
sent Estimates shows an increase on last
year’s expenditure, In last year's Esti-
mates the expenditure was £900 below
the estimate, that being due to the fact
that transfers were being effected, that
a number of clerks were on leave, that
some, unfortunately, were ill, and for
such lengthy periods that no longer did
they receive full pay, and that we were
able to make a temporary saving in some
cases by appointing other officials who
received only a small proportion of in-
crease to their pay for the inereased
duties. The principal savings made last
year were Newcastle, £180; Perth, £84;
Wyndham, £100, and Xalgoorlie, £100.
The latter was owing to the fact that the
Jjunior officer was discharging the senior
_officer’s doties. There were a number of
other small amounts. There is an item
making provision for an aeting R.M.

at - Marble DBar on the present
Estimates. We have had tu make
provision for not only the present

year but for a portion of the year before.
The reason is that previously the warden
there did the duty, bui the mining inter-
ests up there became of such a charaecter
that the Mines Department abolished the
office of warden, and we were obliged to
appoint a resident magistrate, and thai
was done during the last financial year.
With regard to the Supreme Court, there
has been a falling off in the work. That
falling off has been more emphasised in
the list of cases befween private parties
than where the Crown was a party con-
cerned. The work of the probate divi-
sion has also fallen off slightly. On the
other hand, there has been a slight in-
crease it the work, but not of a material
character. The activity of the Supreme
Court is, perhaps, one of the most per-
feet eriterions of the business of a coun-
try. When a country’s fortunes are at
their height we find people are inclined
to indulge in litigation; theywishtoussert
their rights and to get the fnll measure
of their rights; but, on the other hand,
when its fortunes are not so favourable
people are prepared to accept a compro-
mise and settle their disputes out of
Court. The husiness of the Supreme
Court is, in a large measure, a barometer
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of the general welfare of the Siate at
large. But, alihough there hus been a
deerease, it is not of such magnitude as to
inspire any alarm, and I am satisfied in
connection with the possibilities of the
future, which we hope to see realised,
that the business of the Supreme Court
will go back not merely to the extent to
which it has fallen off, but will far ex-
ceed the record of the past. I have not
dealt with any items. Necessarily they
are of a character to interest members
only to a limited extent, but I will he
pleased on any particular item to give-
members all the information in my power.

Mr. NANSON: It was, perbaps, 2
convenient opportunity on the general
diseussion of this vote fo bring under the
notice of the Attorney General malters.
affecting the adwministration of the law in:
Western Australia. It would be within
the recollection of members that through-
out Western Australia in November last
a considerable sensation was cansed by
the announcement that eight aboriginal
natives had been found murdered at La-
verton. The murders to which he referred
were discovered on the 10th November.
On the 11th November the coroner, ae-
companied by a jury and a resident medi-
cal officer, went out to view the bodies.
Following the usual course, after the
bodies were viewed, the inquest was ad-
journed until the 15th November, and
also following the usual course prescribed
by law, the coroner gave an order to an
undertaker for the burial of those bodies.
In dealing with this matter it was well
that he should endeavour to impress upon
menthers that they should try and look at
it as the position was on the 11th Novem-
ber, and not to look at it in view of the
facts whieh, sinee that date, had come into
their possession. The murders, or series
of murders, were of a particularly atro-
cious character. We bad had in the re-
port of the Government medieal officer,
whieh had been sinee furnished with the
file of papers laid on the table, that there
was a very prevalent belief at Laverton
at that time that the natives had not been
killed by hostile tribes of aborigines, but
had been put to death by some person or
persons unknown, by means of eyanide.
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The probability was—indeed there was a
strong probability in view of what had
since heen discovered—that that rumour
was altogether baseless. It was satisfaec-
tory, knowing that in ibe investigations
which had sinee been undertaken by the
Protector of Aborigines and by the police,
a certain amount of evidence— perhaps
not evidence altogether in the sense used
in a court of law—had been brought for-
ward which tended to show that this series
of murders was commitied by a band of
hostile nalives. But ai that time, the
11th November, when those bodies had
been viewed by the coroner’s jury, vone
of those facts were in evidence, none of
those facts were known, not a particle of
evidence had been taken at the inquest;
indeed, after the bodies bad been viewed,
the inquest was adjourned to the 18th,
It would be thought that seeing there was
an undoubted case of foul play that some
eare would have been taken in the dis-
posal of those bodies, so that if it had
been necessary at some future date to
disinier them to make a forther examina-
tion as to the cause of death, special eare
would have heen taken that those bodies
were forthcoming.
was found that the undertaker, who re-
ceived an order for burial from the cor-
oner, instead of burving the bodies, as
direeted, on the same date that the order
was delivered to him, he, of his own mo-
tion, destroyed those bodies by fire, burn-
ing them to ashes to snch a degree that
only a few charred fragments of bone re-
mained, and then, in order to coneeal
what he had done, he carefully swept
away all traces of the fact; and later on,
when the peculiar circumstances connected
with the murder of those natives were
being inquired into, he gave more than
one false statement in regard to the dis-
posal of those bodies. He (Mr. Nanson)
did not wish to weary the Committee by
going at length into the departmental
files on the subject, therefore, he would
ask members to aecept what he had said.
But as showing what he was saying was
not his own ipse dixit, the statement was
borne out by the officer entrusted by the
Government with the duty of investigat-
ing these murders. He quoted from the
report of the Protector of Aborigines
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with regard to the ocenrrence. Mr. Gale
said—

“The faets of the case are as fol-
lows:—The undertaker is the contraetor
for the burial of all paupers in the Lav-
erton district, and it was no doubt with
the object of being paid the sum of
£72 for the hurial of these native bodies-
that he sent me, before 1 left Perth, an
absolutely incorrect statement, viz., that’
all those portions of the bodies he was
unable to remove were buried by him
and that he only burnt the refuse re-
maining, having been instrycted to do
so by the health inspector at Laverton.
During my investigations at the scene
of the tragedy I gathered quite sufficient
evidence to satisfy me that all the bodles
bad been cremated, and on interviewing
the contractor with this evidence in my
possession he confessed having done so,.
and that the only portions that he
buried weyre the bones that did not go
to ashes.”

It might, of course, be said by some per-
sons that these natives who were murdered
were individnals of no importanee to the
eommunity, and it might even be argued
that he was foolish to a degree in taking
up the time of the Committee in dealing
with a matter which was, perhaps, in re-
gard to those particular individuals, not
of very great importance. But if mem-
bers examined an objeetion of that kind
it would be seen that it involved 2 dan-
werous principle indeed. The law re-
garded all human life as equnally sacred,
and in the ease of foul play, if it was
committed ih one instance without any
reprimand or without any punishment,
if it was possible to dispose of evidence
that might be of the utmost importance
in sheeting the erime home to the guilty
parties; if that eould be done with im-
punity in one instance there was no guar-
antee, more particularly in a thinly set-
tled and necessanly loosely administered
portion of the State, that some ferrible
crime might not be committed, and the
whole evidence destroyed. Tt was oot
necessary for him to deal at length with
the legal aspect of the question, beeause
he was convinced that the Attorney Gen-
eral was conversant with it. There was
no doubt that this particular undertaker
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had brought himself within the liability
to bhe prosecuted for a breach of
the criminal law in  this = maiter.
Without quoiing the seetions that might
be relied on in substaniating that faet,
he had no doubt the Attorney (eneral
would bear him out, His main object
was {0 aseertain from the Attorney Gene-
ral what action the Government proposed
‘to take 50 as to show a fitting sense of the
grossness of the offence on this occasion,
and to prevent a recurrence of anything
similar  on fulure oceasions. If we
looked at «the whole record of Eng-

lish law we would not find a
single ease that was of the same
grossness as this.  There was one

veeorded ease where a person, in order
to prevent the holding of an inquest, de-
stroyed the body of an illegitimate child;
and although there was no imputation of
foul play, yet it was deemed of suffi-
cignl 1mportance o necessifate the per-
son accused of the offence being bronght
to trial; and as there was a eerlain am-
ount of doubt as te the law of England
on the subject, the case was remitted fo
the Court of Crown Cases Reserved, and
was argued before six Jundges, each of
whom gave a decision upon it.  This
showed the importance the law attached
to matters of this deseription.  One
might draw the aliention of the Attor-
ney General to the singular anomaly in
this State, that the law, while under or-
dinary eircumstances it was no offence
to burn a body, made it a much more
diffien]lt matter to dispose of the body
of a still-born child, than to dispose of
the body of n person who had lived. 1t
showed how in the remote portions of
the State, it might be possible for grave
miscarriages of justice” to oecur. It
seemed that the whole question of the
law on the subject would bear looking
into. If possible some simple legisla-
tion on the lines of the legislation in
force in England might be adopted. The
action of the undertaker in this particu-
lar case in deliberately disobeying the
order of the coroner, was on a different
footing. There was a distinet violation
of the law, and one would be glad to
know whether the Government proposed
to take any actton. There was a certain
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amount of evidence of deliberate inten-
tion to obtain £72 for theg burying of the
bodies without earning it.  The faets
elicited at the inquest were by no means
conelusive that the murder was done by

a native ‘tribe, and ‘he drew atten-
tion to this so that the Attorney
General might consider +whether in
eages of this kind® it would ot
be well to have the Aborigines
Department or the Crown represented

by counsel.  The evidence was of a
nature to arouse, rather than allay, sus-
picion., =~ The most important evidence
given by the first witness was' purely
hearsay evidence as to something seen
by semeone who was not ealled as a wit-
ness. The witness had not seen any
strange natives, but was told by another
man that he saw a crowd of blacks going
in the direetion of the nalilves’ camp,
and that- they were in their native state
and were carrying implements. Where
there was a grave doubt as to how the
natives were killed, or in any properly
conducted 1inquiry, one would have
thought that the other man would have
heen called as witness, instead of relying
Apparently this
other man, Rogers, was a miner working
on the Tda H. mine. The medical officer
was only able to give a definite opinion
as to the eause of death in two cases,
and in only one ease was it possible for
him to say whether the wound when first
given was mortal. So suspicious were
the eircumstances that the Chief Pratec-
tor of Aborigines, not likely to take an
extravagant view in a case like this.
wrote pointing out the Kighly suspietous
circumstanees, and urging further action.
Fortunately this further action was
taken, and the evidence the police had
since been able to eollect went to sub-
stantiate the view that the blacks were
murdered by a hostile tribe; but if the
evidence had been the other way about,
what would have been the position?
Suppose poisoning had been alleged and
it had been necessary to exhume the
bodies which had been destroyed under
cirenmstances of the deepest suspicion?
The ends of justice would have been de-
feated. Happily there was a molive for
the actionr of the nndertaker. It seemed
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to be the hope of earning his money
more easily than of concealing a terrible
erime. He regreited having taken up the
time of the Committee upon this matter,
but another epportunity might not pre-
sent itself, and he felt it his duty to re-
fer to it at some length; because we
ecould not be too careful in erimes of
violence of this natore that nothing was
allowed to come in the proper way of
the administration of jnstice.

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
bon. member asked us to look at the
matter not in the light of the knowledge
now possessed, but in the light of those
who investigated the matter on the 11th
of December last; but the Crown Law
Depariment. before becoming vespon-
sible for any action in the matter, had
the duty of collecting, not only the in-
formation available on the 1ith of De-
cember, but also all information awvail-
able from any source. Though the in-
quest was adjourned for six or seven
days after the bodies had been viewed,
the amount of evidence available was of
a very meagre character, vet the jury
were satisfied with it and brought in a
verdiet that the natives had eome to
their death in conflict with a hostile
iribe. The acinal findineg of the jury
was, ‘‘that they came to their death by
being murdered by other natives un-
known, in aceordance with tribal ecus-
tom.”> We Lknew what that meant.
Later on, facts came fo our knowledge
placing it beyvond all doubt. The hon.
member did not refer to the evidence of
another man called at the inquest who
said he saw the natives. There was
direct evidence of the presence of
strange blacks. and those aequainted
with the habits of the aborigines knew
that blacks did not go into another
tribe’s ecountry except for the purpose of
warfare. When they went beyond their
own tribal houndaries it was an aet of
warfare. and ihe faect of these natives
being seen in the vieinity of the ecamp
at the Tda H. mine was very strong evi-
dence that they were there for the pur-
pose of doing the nafives at Tda H. some
harm.
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Mr. Bath: The mere seeing them would
not be an assurance that they belonged to
another tribe.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Any
bushman in the north eountry acguainted
with the natives, conld distinguish strange
natives.

Mr. Nanson: There s a contradiction
in the dates. T did nol wish to analyse
the evidence,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no great advantage te he gained by
analysing the evidence, but unyone who
read the evidence of the subsequent facts
that eawe to light would have no doubt
aboui the matter. The hon. member him-
self lhad ne doubt. These unfortunate
natives had come to their end by tribal
warfare and he hoped the hon. member
was hot serious in saying that any mem-
ber of the Committee was callous in the
watter.

My, Nanson: T did not say that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was gratifying to have the assuranee that
the hon. zember had not said that. He
{the Attorney General) had heen under
the impression that that was what the
lion. member had said. As to the matter
of burning the bodies, the only offence for
which the undertaker could have been
made liable was that of wilfully destroy-
ing evidence. That would be under See-
tion 132 of the Criminal Code, whichk made
it an offence for any person to knowingly
destroy any book, docwmment or other
thing of any kind likely to be required in
evidence. The question to be considered
from the Crown law point of view was as
to whether it would he possible to obtain
a convietion against the undertaker for
having burnt these bodies, Could the de-
partment have put before the jury a
case that the jury would accept? This
man had been ordered by the coroner to
bury the bodies, instead af whick he had
burnt them heeause they were in such a
state of decomposition that the handling
of them was exceedingly distasteful work.
Tt was highly problematical whether in the
circumstances anyv jury would have con-
victed the man. There was another see-
tion under which the undertaker might
have been proceeded against and that was
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‘Seetion 178, which provided that any per-
:son who without lawful excuse disobeved
any lawful order issued by any. eourt of
justice or by any person authorised by
any pnblic statute to make the order was
gnilty of a misdemeanour and liable to
imprisonment  for one year.

Mr. NManson: There is also Section 212,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
real peint at issue was as to the destroy-
ing of evidence, and as in the case refer-
red to by the hon. member who had spo-
ken of an English peasant, the destroying
of some material evidence would be the
only real offence worth considering in a
matter of this kind. Here was a person
who had not committed an actual offence
in the burning of the body, but only in
point of the destruetion of evidence.
Again, it was a question of whether he
had done something beyond the lawful
orders which he had received. Was it
not possible that the covoner might have
ordered the hodies to be burnt?

My, Nanson: No.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was nothing lere i1 Western Anstralia
which  prolibited any person from
cremating a  body withont special
authorily. We had not yet arvived at a
stage where cremation was eommonly re-
sarted to, and therefore we had not found
the necessity of making provision to allow
people to cremate; for that reason the
offender did not stand in the same posi-
tion as would any person who in the old
country eremated a body. Before authori-
sing any proceedings to he taken in a
eourt of law, the first question was as
to what reasonable chance there might be
of being suceessful; was it a case in which
a jury would be likely to grant a convie-
tion? That was a consideration for the
magistrate before whom a party was
brought when it was sought to obtain a
committal. TIn this case the undertaker
had hehaved in a manner open to repre-
hension. He had burnt the bodies, which
were in a very decomposed state, and he
had sent in a claim as if he had buried
them in aceordance with the usual method.
He had persisted in that elaim for the
obvinus reason that he wished to be paid.
However, he had not heen paid and was
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not likely to get his money. As to any
further proceedings, in the light of the
evidence that had come into possession of-
the department after (he oceurrence and
in the light of knowledge that beyond any
question the natives had lost their lives in
tribal warfare, it would have been nothing
short of a waste of poblie money
to attempt a proseecution that would
certainly have been futile. He did
not know that there was anything
elee to add to the matter. He
thought that in a large measure what
the hon, member had said about the pro-
tection of aborigines by the presence of
some legally qualified person at these in-
quests was worthy of eonsideration. It
was the duty of the Chief Protector to
see to that. Indeed, in all cases where
it was possible at a renscnable eost he
(the Attorney General) had no doubt
that the Chief Protector would do so. But
in many cases it so happened that these
unfortunate oceurrences took place in the
back-blocks, and no doubt the Chief Pro-
tector felt hampered by the fact that he
had but a limited vote te spend and must
conserve that vote. No doubt, if the hon.
member would allow him ({the Attorney
(General} to draw the attention of the
Chief Protector to the matter, all that was
desired wonld be properly attended to in
the fnture.

Mr. BATH: While on this question of
natives he desired to draw the attention
of the Attorney General to the question
of the payment of certain ecosts inenrred
by Mr. Blake in connection with a Royal
Commission as to the eharges laid against
the Canning expedition. Whatever sue-
cess Mr. Blake might have met with in re-
gard to the more serious charges he had
made, he certainly had demonstrated to
the satisfaction of the members of thai
Commission that the chaining of natives
and the compnulsory detention of natives
by the members of the expedition was
most undesirable. That had heen the
effect of the recommendation of the Royal
Commission; so the eomplaints made by
Mr. Blake had resnlted in a certain
amount of good. It seemed to him (Mr.
Bath) that in a matter of a simple in-
quiry into statements of fact it should
have heen entirely unnecessary for the
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Government to go to the expense of re-
taising Sir Walter James, K.C., as coun-
sel for the members of the Canning ex-
pedition. The mere fact of the Govern-
meint having instrueted Sir Walter James
hud made it necessary for Mr. Blake, who
was fighting the case on his own, also to
reiain eounsel. Therefore Mr. Blake had
been forced to embark in a considerable
expenditure which would have been
avoided had the case been heard without
the aid of counsel and the matter dealt
with merely oun the evidence brought for-
ward and the facts placed before the Com-
mission, Seeing that the Government had
by its aetion in retaining Sir Walter
James involved My. Blake in this heavy
expenditure he (Mr. Bath) thought that
it was distinetly an injustice to Mr. Blake
that be should be called npon to pay these
legal expenses himself. In all fairness to
Myr. Blake, considering that he had been
discharging a public duty, the Govern-
ment should at least pay the expenses in
which he had been involved by the reten-
tion of counsel. It was to be hoped that
the Attorney General would see his way
to consider this malter and give
some undertaking that Mr. Blake would
be reimbursed his expenditure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
question of whether counsel wonld ap-
pear for either of the parties referred to
had not been determined or even con-
gidered by the Crown Law Department.
It had never ecome before the Crown Law
Department. It had been a question for
the Mines Department. of which Mr. Can-
ning was a servant. The question there-
fore of whether either or both the parties
should receive any expenses to which they
were put was net ope for the Crown Law
Department. However, he (the Attorney
General) might be allowed to express his
own apinion on the matter. It was this.
If the department was going to offer to
pay the legal expenses of any gentleman
coming forward and making charges and
by making such charges leading to an in-
quiry, then the door would be left open
to any of those legal practitioners—of
whom it was occasionally said in that
House there was a number in Wesiern
Australia—who were ready to prey upon
any person or the publie, to bring for-
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ward these men to make these charges
and afterwards to ask te be reimbursed.
For his part he (the Attorney (General)
would first judge of the evidence at the:
inquiry as to whether the charges made
had been groundless. If such were the
case——and in the instance under notice:
the charges made were virtually ground-
tess—then he would certainly be opposed
to handing over to such an individoal or
to the solicitor who had appeared for him,.
the costs incurred. To pay those costs
in such a case would be a direct en-
couragement to some other individual to-
come forward and make sensational state-
ments.

Mr. BATH : There was no need for the
Attorney General to argue the question of
whether the Crown Law Department -
should pay the expeunses of any man whe
brought forward charges. He (Mr.
Bath) had made no such claim. He:
agreed with the Attorney Generval that
before any snech claim eould be made or
even considered it would be neces-
sary to take in view the evidence
adduced at the inquiry. But what
he (Mr. Bath) asked was whoere
was the justification for the Gov-
ernment embarking in the expense of

vetaining counsel of the standing of Sir

Walter James on behalf of the Canning
expedition and so involving the Crown in
that expense? As to which depariment
had been responsible for this the Crown
Law Department must have heen impli-
cated in the matter, for they had sent one
of their officers inte the court to take
notes of the proceedings.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
officer of the Crown Law Department
who bad attended at the hearing had not
attended for the assistanee of either par-
tv. The notes he had taken were made
available %o both parties.

Mr. BATH : The retaining of Sir
Walter James must have heen done
through the Crown Law Department. As
to the nature of what was proved, the
mere fact that it was demonstrated that
the Capning expedifion forcibly detained
natives and chaiped them up, was suffi-
ciently startling to justify any Commis-
sion of ingquiry, and thoroughly to justify
the charges by Blake. That was suffi-
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ciently serious to make it incumbent upon
ihe Crown Law Depariment, or the Gov-
ernment, having paid the expenses of
Sir Walter James on behalf of the Can-
ning expedition, to pay the legal expenses
of Blake, eonsidering that he had proved
that charge against the membms of the
expedition. The report of the Commis-
sion was ihat that action on the part of
the expedition was undesirable. That
was the sort of thing that confirmed a
very wrong impression held in regard to
Western Australia in the old country,
an impression held by a great many peo-
ple, and whieh found a place in articles
in newspapers, and very often resnlted
in guestionis being asked in the House of
Commons, whieh was that we in Western
© Australin were aceustomed to treat the
aborigines with great indifference, if not
with actual erneliy. In the cireamstances
Blake was assuredly entitled to the pay-
ment of his legal expenses,

[Mr. Daglish resumed the (Chair.]

Myr. WALKER: Something should be
done for Blake. These cases clearly
showed the value of Royal Commissions
eenerzlly, or he should say they showed
the wrong prineiple upon which snch
Commissions were condueted. 8o far as
he had observed from Commissions of
this eharacter, the ohjeet did not appear
to be ge mueh to hold an investigation in-
o the allegations made by one party, or
to aseertain the teath generally, as it was
to put those who made the statements,
which resulted in the appointment of the
Connuission, upon their trial, The refeu-
iion of Sir Walter James on hehalf of
the Canning expedition looked very much
1o the general public like putting Blake
in the pusition of being practically tried
for having comniitted an offenee in daring
to say anything about the expedition.
Blake was vndoubtedly placed at a great
alisadvantage. He (Mr. Walker) was
ssked by Blake as to the wisdom of em-
ploying counsel. Knowing that he was
te meet one of (he most astute memhers
ot the legal profession, and oue who, un-
doubtedly, was familiar with all the us-
ages and customs that the vavious settlers
of the past bad adopted in regard o the
natives, Blake felt that he needed some
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assistance in dealing with that question.
In his (Mr. Walker's) opinion it was
Blake’s plain duty to tell what he knew
and had seen, and to rest upon that, and
that if he proved nothing more than he
knew he would have done his duty. Blake
was undounbtedly trying to serve a useful
purpose. He was impressed by the grav-
ity of the evidence that be had to give,
and his conscience was oppressed by the
toet that this idea was in his mind, and
that it was his dnty, at all costs, to utter
it. He was, however, awkwardly placed.
There was no other course for him in the
cireumstances than te employ counsel. He
had no chanece unaided.  Extraordinary
steps had been taken to make this Com-
nmission impressive. A warden had been
brought down from the goldfields, owe who
had had long conneetion with the courfs
of law here, and impressive appoint-
ments were made Lo assist that warden on
the Connnission; and, in addition, a
King’s Counsel was appointed to aet
against Blake. If he did not want to be
vilified to the ntmost, to be publicly
crushed, Blake must get assistanee; yet he
was a poor man. 1id the Attorney Gen-
eral believe Blake was actuated by con-
seienfious motives?  Thd  Blake de-
sire  fo  expose what he helieved
to he abuses. or did he desire to
show some humanity towards a  sec-
tien of the raece that, undoubtedly,
in the past had been more or less ill-treated
in all parts ¢f Australia? If Blake he-
lieved he was doing a public duty he
should be assisted and not penalised. The
Attorney General referred to the fact thdt
all the charges were not proved, but it
might he that Blake could not adduce suf-
ficient evidence to prove all of them. The
Minister also said that baving failed to
substantiate the gravest of the cbarges
Blake should pay the penalty. Blake had
found that cruelty was practised by mem-
bers of the expedition, and the Commis-
ston found it incumbent upon them to
condemn such eruelties, and they thus
rendered it impossible for sueh to occur
in the future, Had not Blake discharged
a very importani public duty by hringing
abont this result, and did he not deserve
the zratitude of the country forit? The
fact was established that the blacks were
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taken as prisuners, and as such were de-
tained against their will,

Mr, Bath: Murders of white men oe-
curred afterwards.

Mr. WALKER: That was so: for mys-
terious pmrders oceurred in the same lo-
cality. Was it not established hy the
Commission that the expedition got into
ceriain camps and took the blacks’ totems,
their most sacred sticks. which to them
were ohjects of just as much reverence
as the Ark was to the children of Jsrael 2
Without compunction, these totems were
- taken from them, and il was cstablished
that one native was chained by the leg
with the other end of the ehain attached
to the heel of a camel, and that he was
eompelled to march in that position, a
very degrading one, for miles.  Little
was made of that at the time, because the
man was black, and it was not considered
a partieular hardship. This foreing of the
blacks to leave their own particular lo-
calities was excused because the whites
wanted water, and they knew of no other
way of compelling the blacks to show
them where water was than by making
them march along with them. That was
the excuse, but the eruelty, the indignity,
the inhumanity were none the less. Ne-
cessity might excuse certain things, but
surely not such as oecurred in the case in
question. It was evidenily af the expense
of the black that we were gei-
ting news of the interior of the
country, and were opening up new
stock routes. Certainlv. that was
of value to the eommunity. Blake had
made us feel that we should ey and
find some other way of opening up stoeck
routes than by taking black prisoners in
chains, and robhing them of their sacred
totems. Under these cireumstances why
should we still taboo Mr. Blake? Mr.
Blake was in earnest; he had nn exil
motive in the action that he took. He
helieved he was doing it for the publie
good, and under these circumstanees he
should be considered. He (Mr. Walker)
was of opinion that what Mr. Blake did
was for the benefit of the State. Suffi-
cient was shown to prove that - we
did not exhibit that attention or feeling
towards a fallen and conquered raee
that ihe proud race to which we belong-
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ed ought to have shown, Dome resent-
ment was also shown towards Mr. Blake.
He had to defend himself and his char-
aeter against au aggressive party, which
the Commission should never have been.
Under ihose circumsiances the Crown
compeiled him to employ legal assistance
and to pay for ii. It was in the publie
interest that he made those revelations,
and as good came of them it could only
he ealled a speeies of meanness on the
part of the Crown to still further pen-
alise Mr. Blake by sayving, when it was
suggested that some consideration should
be shown to him, thai H served him
right. hecause he did not prove all the
hig things he said.

Mr. NANSON: Having had an oppor-
tunity of reading the evidence taken be-
fore the Commission. and the report of
the Commission, he would like to say
that he had formed precisely the same
opinion with regard to this matter as
had heen informed by the Teader of the
Oppesilion and the member  for Kan-
owna,  The evidence adduced before the
Comnnssion was such as in the publie in-
terest should have heen brought forward.
There was voom for great diversity of
opinion az to whether in the conduet of
those exploring expeditions it was justi-
fiable to use force to hring the natives
inin the explorer’s camp, and keep them
there in order that their services might be
foreibly used e bring the party to water.
There was a great difference of opinion
on that point. Eminent explorers like Sir
Johi Forrest, pointed out it had not been
necegsary to do that in their case,and ather
eminent explorers like the Hon. David
Carnegie pointed out that it was neces-
sary. But, whatever the individual opin-
ions were as to actions of that kind, they
mighi or might not he necessary under
certain chreumstanees. What he wished
lo urge was that it was decidedly in the
public interesi that those faects should be
hrought forward. and Mr. Blake, being
opposed as lie was by. counsel, was placed
in the position that he could not have
hrought out the facts he wished to bring
ont adequately before the publie, if he
had not been represented by counsel, If
the opinion of most people outside yere
taken, it would be that it was cer-
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tainly a hardship that a poor man, a man
of slender means like Mr. Blake, should
be compelled to puf his hand deeply into
his own pocket hecause he called atten-
tion to a state of things that, although
some of us might defend, might, with
-equal justification, be regarded as a mat-
ter for censure. As to the honesty of pue-
pose of Mr, Blake he (Mr. Nanson) had
an opportunity of meeting him, and from
what he had seen he felt justified in add-
ing his opimon te that of the wember
for Kanowna, that, although Mr, Blake
might have been wrong it many of the
conclusions he drew, he was actuated by
honesty of purpose. With regard to the
other matter to which he had referred
earlier in the debate, he had no desire to
enter into a legal argument with the At-
torney General as to the precise action of
the undertaker, but what he particularly
wished to say was that the first consider-
ation should be whether in cases of that
kind a jury would conviet. The first con-
sideration should be whether the law had
been broken, and then as to whether there
was sufficient evidence to secure a convie-
tion. His opinion was that the Attorney
General had not looked into the ease with
-sufficient closeness to determine as to
whether there was safficient evidence. He
{Mr. Nanson) had sufficient confidence in
a jury in Western Australia to feel sure
that if sueh a case were proved, and con-
viction followed, probably a Judge would
take a sensible and reasonable view of the
case and would not impose a heavy pen-
alty. His decision, however, would be
sufficient to point out that m future
acts of that kind conld not be com-
mitted with impunity. As matters steod
at the present time in Western Australia,
when a coroner, under the provisions of
the Registration of Births, Deaths, and
Marriages Act gave an order for the
‘burial of a body, and the uandertalker
‘burned that body, thus preventing it being
used in evidence, we had what almost
amounted to a dietum from the Attorney
General thal it was not possible to secure
a convietion. )

Mr. HARDWICK: Like other mem-
bers who had spoken, he was inclined to
think that something should be done for
Mr. Blake, so that the whole of the ex-
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penses whieh he incurred should not fall
upun his shenlders. Throughout the pro-
ceedings there was nothing to show that
Mr. Blake was actualed by vindictive
or malicions motives in bringing this
mutter before the publie. Tf something
were not done for Mr. Blake it would
be nothing more nor less than an incen-
tive to the wrongdoer.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Something should
be done in the way of assisting Mr. Blake
in connection with the expenses he in-
curred  arising  out of the Commission.
My, Blake accused Mr. Canning of taking
native prisoners and chaining them up,
and he proved that right up to the hilt,
and having done that he should not be
mulet in gosts. Further than that, the
Government were aware that Mr. Can-
ning did these things, and that he had »
wayrant to do them. If they knew that
he had done these acts why did they hold
the inguiry; why did they not admit it
from the very beginning? When a man
made certain statements and was brought
before a Royal Conunission he expecied
to have a’ fair go. 1t was not fair to
put intellects like that of Sir Walier
James against the intellecis of a bush
cook. ’

Mr. Monger: Mr. Blake had counsel.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Mr. Blake had
counsel, and the State should pay for the
services of that counsel. The Govern-
ment paid for Mr. Canning’s eounsel,
and they should certainly do the same for
Mr. Blake. In every possible way Mr.
Canning had the advantage of Mr. Blake,
better intellect, inflmence, better position,
and everything else. This State had no
desire that one-sided commissions of this
deseription should exist. Mr. Blake un-
doubtedly proved one of the most serious
charges he made, and having proved that
he was certainly entitled fo the payment
of the costs of his counsel. - No doubt the
Commisston proved that My, Blake was
correet in the essential charge that the
expedition chained up the natives, and
no matter what Mr. Blake proved or dis-
proved, his expenses should have been
paid.

Mr.
grounds
forward.

GILL: Mr. Blake had good
for the charges brought
They were made for
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no  personal  benefit, but in the
interests of the natives, and there
should have been no expense on Mr.

Blake. The Government should have
provided him with ecounsel. Therefore,
he would mnove—
That the vote be reduced by £1.

He did this as a protest against the ae-
tion of the Glovermment in penalising Mer.
Blake for trying to do a good action for
the natives,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member should not persist in the
amendment he proposed to wove, It was
not a matter to he determined by the
Crown Law Office, but was a matter to
be determined by the department cen-
cerned, or rather by the Government as a
whole, though he had no hesitation in
expressing the opinion that it would be
establishing a dangerons precedent if we
were to pay costs in this partieular ense.
If any individual made charges he was
called upon te prove them, and we gave
him g iribunal before which be could do
it. Mr. Blake wade most sensational
statements which appeared in the Press.
They could have very well been sent to
the Chief Protector of Aberigines, or to
the Minister in whose -department Mr.
Canning was employed.

Mr. Nanson: Mr. Biake declares he did
0.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt was
understood that in doing so Mr. Blake
made no complaint of the nature of the
charges that appeared in the Press. The
chrarge of chaining natives was trivial
compared with the other charges, and
would have been disregarded. No Com-
mission would have been appointed to in-
quire whether Mr. Canning, to preserve
the lives of his party, had chained natives
to show him where to find water. The
Commission was  appointed beeause
.charges of gross immeorality were alleged
against the party, and these charges be-
ing copied in the Eastern papers our
State was held in confumely. But before
Mr. Blake went before the Commission
he withdrew the charge against Mr. Can-
ning.

Mr. Waller: It was abandoned on the
advice of his solicitors that he could not
prove the charge.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
charges were mainthined against the
other members of the party. If the
Commission bad power to come to a de-
cision and award ecosts, not only would
Mr. Blake have had to pay his own cosis,
but he wonld have had to pay the costs
of Lhe man against whom he made char-
ges, and withdrew them before going to
the inquiry. My, Blake appeared to he

. of a hysierical nature, one who worked

himself up to sueh an extraordinary
state:of mind that he would believe any-
thing and uofortunately give utierance to
it; and if we were to pay his costs in this
case, it wonld mean encouraging hysteri-
cal individuals, who imagined something
happened and continued to believe it, {n
wet on the house tops and baw! it out.

My, Underwood: Why put up eounsel
against him?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
abzolutely justifiable to employ counsel to
defend the good fame of the State which
was assailed by the statements serttered
bhroadeast in the Eastern Press. Of
course, it was a question for the Commis-
sion to determine whether counsel was
necessary. We had a member in the
House who was a member of that Com-

mission. But the view he (the Attorney
General) took was only an individual
view, The matter had not beea

considered in the sense of a determin-
ation baving been arrived al by
the Government as a whole. Tersonally,
he was strongly opposed to giving any
reward to anyone bringing grave and
terrible charges against an officer and
then abandoning them, and failing to
bring them home against the whole of the
party exeept in matters of a trivial de-
tail, and then turning round, after having
submitted the fame of the country to a
severe shock by his revelations supposed
to have been truthfully made, and asking
that his lawver should be paid. If we did
s0. if we acceded io this request, it mivht
lead to a repetition of this sort or thing,
and we did not want any more Blake in-
cidents in this conntry for a eentury to
come,

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Tn his eopinion
the gravest charge made by Mr. Blake
was that in regard to the chaining of
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natives. Mr. Canning, it seemed, had
chained natives from the very start. He
had posed as a bushman who had per-
formed a great feat in crossing the
country, and he (Mr. Underwood) had
given him every eredit for it. Bui on
hearing that Mv. Canning had taken a
half-naked native at Lake Way, at the
very ouwiset, and chained him up; and
that almost eontinnouvsly thioughout the
whole expedition he had kept a nigger
chaiuned up to puil him through, he (Mr.
Underwood) had found oeccasion to.cont
giderably modify his admiration of Mr,
Cauning’s feat. There were many others
wha could just do as good work if they
would Dbut consent to the chaining of
nafives. Undoubtedly others had chained
uatives, but only when ecireumstances were
most serious. QF the several charges made
by Mr. Blake, that of chaining natives
was the one that had most appealed to
him (Mr. Underwood); and it was the
one NMr, Blake proved. As to the immor-
one that  Mr. Blake proved, As
to  the immorality, he (Mr. Under-
wood})  was  pretty  confideni that
there  had Dbeen  some  -yuestion-
able ineidents on thal trip just as on
any other trip of the sort. Sueh inei-
dents would always oceur on such trips
while men retsined their nature. Buf a
lawyer having been appointed to defend
Mr. Canning, then in common justice an-
other should have heen allotted to Mr.
Blake; because without a lawyer Mr.
Blake would have stood but a very poor
chance at tlhe inquiry.

Mr. TAYLOR: As a member of the
Royal Commission which had inquired
into the charges made by Mr. Blake he
desired to fell the member  for Pilbara
that the charge of c¢haining natives had
been admitted from the very outset.

Mr. Bath: It was proved all the same.

The Attorney General: It was admitted
before the Royal Commission was ap-
pointed.

Mr. TAYLOR : Secing that the charge
was admitted, there had been no necessity
for proof. It was not the grave ehargs
that the member for Pilbara would make
out. The gravest charges made by Mr.
Blake had not been put hefore the Com-
mizsion in the exaggevated form in which
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they had been printed in the Eastern
Press—thai was to say, the charges of
offences on native women. In the Easl-
ern Press it had been snggested that the
native women were ravished, and that in
one  case a  haby was torn. from its
mother’s breast and the mother violated.
Thal  statement had appeared n the
Fastern Press, but ihese charges had not
heen made hefore the Commission, orinot
According to-
ihe evidence before the Commission it had
heen shewn beyond doubt that duving the
whole of the trip Mr. Blake had never
entered any protest against these doings
with whieh lie had subsequently charged
Mr. Camning. It had been shown that
on the return of the party to Lake Way,
the starting point, they were banquetted;
and althongh present at the banquet Mr.
Blake had shown no feeling whatever
against the other members of the expedi-
tion. He had come on to Day Dawn and
had subsequently proceeded to Perth
where he remained for some time bgfore
wivitg the sensativnal statement to the
Press,

Mr. Neanson: He made his charges to
the Mines Depariment, L

My, TAYLOR: Tt seemed that the
Press had been the first to get hold of
the charges. Speaking from memory he
enuld say that Mr. Blake had made a
serious charee against Mr. Canning and
had maintained that charge for the whole
of one if not of itwo days. Then sudden-
Iy he had withdrawn that charge and de-
clared that it was wholly unirue. The
member for Pilbara had said that Mr.
Blake would have been heavily handi-
capped before the Commission had he not
retained counsel in his behalf. He {Mr
Tavlor) could say that so far as the Com-
mission was enncerned Mr. Blake had.
and in any circumsiances would have had,
fair play extended to him. The member
for Pilbara had conveyed the impression
that Mz, Blake had been hefore a Com-
mission by whieli he would not have been
wiven a fair chance. Tn all probability
that was not what the member for Pil-
bara intended to convey.

Mr. Underwood: Because he had his
intelleet opposed to that of Sir Walter
James, :
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Mr. TAYLOR: The impression eon-
veyed by the hon. member was that Can-
mng had more brains ihan Blake. The
Commission was absolulely fair. So far
as Sir Walter James was concerned. be
and Mr. Harney pitted their legal know-
jedre and their powers of cross-examina-
tion against one another all the time.

Mr. Bath: Could the Commission have
unravelled the affair without the aid of
Sir Walter James?

MY, TAYLOR': There was no necessity
for any legal person on ecither side. When
i eame to a question of ahorigines giving
their evidenee the lawyers could do noth-
g with them, for, in one particular ease,
the man did not understand a word they
said, and in that respeet counsel were ab-
solutely unnecessary. As to the black
wan brought from Lake Way, he was
very frightened. and understood nothing
the lawvers said; it was only when he
foand that he (Mr. Taylor) spoke his
language and understood him that he gave
his evidence. His testimony was there-
after given n a straightforward way.
The eharge of chaining natives had not
heen denied by the expedition, bat ernelty
was  denied.  The Commission had  ex-
prressed their opinion on that point.  In
na instance did Blake say he saw cases
of immorality, but he assumed a lot. A
man who made charges of the chavacier
of those made by Blake should have more
than suspicion, there should be ocular
demonstration.  The charges were very
serious, and Blake, after showing econ-
siderable venom in urging them for one or
two days, on the following day withdvew
them altogether, and said his statemenis
with regard theretu were untvue.  What
value ecould one place on  the evi-
dence of a man who acted like that?
It would he interesting to read
the evidence of another man who
had heen a member of the party with
Canning. It was shown that he had been
out in a previous expedition with Can-
ning, who had deseribed him as being a
most capable man in the back country.
As one of the Commission, and having
heard all the evidence and watched the
case closely, he (Mr. Taylor) thought it
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would he very unwise for the Government
to enmpensate Blake to the amount of one
farthing in the way of paying his legal
coste, It wonld he setting up a precedent
that would run the State into a tremen-
dous expense. [t would he very danger-
ous to adopt the precedent. for many
cases might oecur where men of the hys-
ierical temperament of Blake wonld
nake charges, and would find, in all pro-
bability, some member of the legal pro-
fession who woulidl he only too anxious to
see that the ease was gone on with, know-
ing that the Stale wonld he ihe old mileh-
cow, and would pay nll his eostz. So far
as the ecosts of Canning were concerned
as one of the Comnission he (Mr. Tay-
lor) was not coitcerned in that, Blake got
ns fair a hearing as it was possible for
any man to receive. The Commission sat
21 days from 10 in the morning until 3.30
in the afiernvon, hearing evidence. From
the legal point of view no stone was left
untwrned on the one side to ohtain a con-
vietion, and on the other side to prevent
une. Blake gol out of it very lightly
indeed.

M. HUDSON: The amendment to re-
duee the vote by £1, in order to show
that Blake should he paid his expenses.
would not reeeive  his  support. Two
wrongs did not make a right. The Gov-
ernment did wrong.in the first place in ap-
pointing Sir Walter James, practically,
and really, to defend ithe Canning expe-
dition. The duty of the Government
when accusations of that kind were made
was to appoint counsel to econduet the in-
auiry; that would be a very different
thing from appointing a counsel to de-
fend the accused persons. TE counsel had
been engayged in the way he had suggested
his duty would have been to have obtained
all the evidenee possible, and assist the
{omumission to arvive at a proper verdiet.
it Blake were wroug he should suffer.
and the same remark applied to Canning.

Amendment puf. and a division taken,
with the following result:
Ayes . .- .. 13
Noes . . .. 23

Majority ngainst ., 8
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AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Bath Mr. Swan
Mr. Bollon Mr. Underwood
Mro G Mr. Wallker
Mr, Hardwick Mr., Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Troy
Mr. Nanson (Teller).
. Nogs.
Mr. Barnett Mr. Layinon
Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Butcher Mr, McDowall
My, Carson Mr. Mitebell
Mr. Davies Mr. Monger
Mr. Gregory Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Hayward Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Hophins Mr. Osborn
Mr. Horan Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hudson Mr. ¥. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Gordon
Mr. Keenan (Teller}).

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. SCADDAN : There was a matter
‘he desired to mention to the Attorney
General, from whom he hoped to get some
explanation. On two or three occasions
he had asked questions relating to the
estreatment of bail in the case of Rex
versus Edward James Simpson. The file
of papers dealing with this matter had
beea laid on the Table, but after having
gone through them he found himself in
somewhat of a quandary. The first
paper on the file was dated the 18th
March, 1908, and showed that Mr. . T.
Wood had been duly appeinted to prose-
cute in the court, etcetera. Then there
was a8 wire on the file dated 14th March,
four days prior to Mr., Wood’s appoint-
ment, from Sergeant Parkinson to Ser-
geant Walsh of Kalgoorlie, and was to
the effect that the Crown Law Depart-
ment advised that the justices had no
power to issue a warrant but bondsmen
could arrest and cell on police to assist,
that nothing could be done until the
sessions opened, and asking whether the
bondsmen would defray the cost of trac-
ing Simpson to the other States. It
further asked whether the bondsmen were
willing to defray the costs of tracing
Simpson to the other States. What he
wanted to know was how it came about
that Sergeant Parkinson in Perth sent
that telegram to Sergeant Walsh in
Kalgoorlie ? How did Sergeant Parkin-
son know four days before the session
opened that Simpson had absconded ?
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The reply to that telegram from Sergeant
Walsh was that the bondsmen had given
e written undertaking to defray the ex-
penses of tracing Simpson, and that he
held a deposit of £25. That was dated
the 14th March. On the file also there
was & written undertaking given . by
McAuliffe and Boileau, and this 'was.
dated 24th March, 10 days later than the
telegram sent by Sergeant Walsh. When
Detective Sergeant Walsh had stated he
received the written undertaking, he had
received the deposit.

The Attorney General: It must be a
mistake, the date of the 14th being given
instead of the 24th. :

Mr, SCADDAN : This undertaking was.
clearly dated the 24th of March. The
underteking was that McAuliffe and
Boileau, being the bondsmen for the
appearance of Simpson at the Kalgoorlie
Cireuit Court, agreed to pay all expenses
incurred in the extradition of Simpson
back to the State to answer any charges
thet might be brought against him, in
consideration of the Crown not enforeing
the payment of the armounts of the bonds
entered into by them, before the next
sitting of the Circuit Court. It was on
the 18th of March that Detective Ser-
geant Parkinson wrote stating that he
had seen Mr. Speight of the Crown Law
Department, who advised that any steps
taken to have the offender arrested and
brought back must be initiated by the
Crewn Law Department. There was no
reference on the file showing that the case
had been called on. or that the bail
had been estreated.

The Attorney General + There will be no
reference. Theat is done in open Court
by word of mouth.

Mr. SCADDAN : Would it naot be re-
corded in some minute of the depart-

ment ?

“The Attorney Cenerai: It is in the
record book of the Judge.

Mr. SCADDAN : Detective Sergeant
Parkinson in his letter also said that
if the complainant wished to have the
offender arrested and brought back, he
should make application to the Crown
Solicitor, but that it was not likely the
Crown would defray the cost.” On the
other hand if the recognisances were
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estreated as he supposed they had been,
it did not follow that if the offender was
brought back, the amount of the bail
would be refunded, but it was possible,
though not probable, the Crown might do
this as an act of grace. Then came the
agreement already referred to. On the
25th of March, Detective Sergeant Walsh
wrote to Inspector Connell forwarding
the request to Mr. Wood and the declar-
ation that McAuliffe and Boileau would
pay the extradition expenses, and adding
that he held the sum of £25 deposited by
- McAuliffe to defray any incidental ex-
penses in tracing Simpson’s whereabouts.
Detective Sergeant Parkinson, in asking
the Acting Commissioner of Police to
forward the papers to the Crown Solicitor,
said that the undertaking to defray the
expenses of the offender’s return’ to the
State was conditional on the Crown not
enforcing the estreatment of the recog-
nisances. The Secretary for Law asked
Mr. Wood to report for the Attorney
Ceneral's information, and Mr. Wood
submitted a report saying: ‘‘As accused
when called on his recognisances at the
Circuit Court did not appear, he applied
for and obtained an estreatment of the
recognisances and the issue of & bench
warrant for the arrest of the defaulter.
Mr. Hail, who was interested on behalf of
MecAuliffe, asked the Court to adjourn the
case until the next Cireuit Court, and so
postpone the estreatment in order to
enable his client to produce the accused.
This the Court refused to do. Simpson
had been traced to Sydney and would in
all probability be arrested without any
trouble. The bondsmen were evidently
willing to defray the expenses of arresting
and bringing the accused back, but he did
not think it advisable to accept any con-
dition as to postponement of estreat pro-
ceedings as suggested. On the other
hand, if the Attorney General thought it
s case in which bail would eventually
be remitted, perhaps he might desire to
instruct the stay of proceedings pend-
ing further development. McAuliffe was
liable for £250, and Boileau for £150.”
The Attorney General then wrote—
““In this case the bondsmen have
done and are doing everything in their
power to assist the Crown.”
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It was interesting t0 note that the Ai-
torney Ceneral had this information, but
could not supply it previously—

“1 am not therefore, prepared to be

a party to do anything to unduly

harass them. No condition as to re-

mitting the amount of the estreated

sureties can be entered into, but no

steps are to he taken to enforce pay-

ment until the matter has been further

conside ed and, if the fugitive offender

is brought back, until such event.”
The Attorney General was quite right in
saying that no condition could be entered
into, but there were no developments
since then, and the bondsmen had done
nothing except 1o deposit £25. So the
Attorney General's minute really had the
effect of relieving these bondsmen from
having their bonds estreated. Men who
gave bail for accused people should keep
in touch with them, especially when bail
was fixed at so high an amount, showing
that the charge was serious. These
bondsmen allowed the accused to get
away without drawing the attention of
the police to it until three or four days
before the Circeuit Court was to sit. Yet
the Attorney General was not going to call
upon them to pay the bail money, though
the Judge had declined to grant any con-
dition in the direction of allowing the
bondsmen until the next sitting of the
Court to bring the offender back. There
was no desire to accuse the Attorney
General wrongiully, but McAuliffe and
Boilesu were strong political supporters
of the Attorney General, or ‘' violent
politicalsupporters'’’ to use the wordsof the
member for Mount Magnet. That might
have something to do with the position
as we found it to-day. The Attorney
General when asked whether he would
make it a rule to apply to other bondamen
said, " Yes, in similar circumstances.”
But what were similar circarnstances ?
The fact of these men being strong
political supporters of the Attorney
General led him (Mr. Scaddan) to believe
that they had received a strong measure
of consideration from thet very fact.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
was not in order in accusing another hon.
member of having used his offiee for
personal ends.
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Mr. SCADDAN: That being so, he
would state the facts of the case and re-
frain from expressing any opinion what-
ever. Messrs. Boilean and McAuliffe
were supporters of the present member
for Kalgoorlie. That was known to all.
He would read. the following cutting from
the Sunday Sun, which had been pub-
lished immediately after the general
election :—

“ John Boileau rose at 6 a.m. on
election day and one hour later was
camped on the door of Keenan’s
Central Committee Rooms in the
Mechanics’ Institute building, waiting
for Secretary Steve Eastwood to open
up, which he did at 7.15 o’clock. The
big fellow grafted hard the day long,
only deserting the roll-checking table
twice for a quarter of an hour to
snatch & snack.”

That cutting would serve to show how
ardent a supporter of the member for
Kalgoorlie was Mr. Boileau, one of the
bondsmen. In view of the iact that
Messrs Boilean and McAuliffe were such
strong suapporters of the Attorney
General one could not help thinking that
possibly they had received a treatment
which another might not receive. In
another cass the Attorney General might
have allowed the bail to be estreated.
However, perhaps the Attorney General
could clear the matter up.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
inatances where the accused failed to put
in an appearance the estreatiment of
bonds by the Court was a mere formal
matter. The Court had no jurisdiction
to consider whether or not it would estreat.
the bonds. If the accused did not appear
the Court must make an order for estreat-
ment and it remained for the executor to
consider whether or not the bond should
be returned. That entirely did away
with the statement that the order of the
Court in estreating the bonds in this case
had been over-ruled. In all cases it was
necessary to consider whether the bonds-
men had done everything in their power to
produce the accused. If one were satis-
fied that such was the case, and that the
accused had absconded through no fault
of the bondsmen, how could one he a
party to inflicting a heavy penalty on
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those bondsmen ! DBecause if one were
to accept that as a rule, it would mean
that the bailing out of persons would be a
thing of the past ; because no man would
accept the responsibility if he knew that
after he had done everything he could in

‘the cliscﬁarge of his duty he would have

to forfeit his bond. When bondsmen
could prove to the executor that they had
done everything in their power to secure
the person of the accused, then the ex-
ecutor could deal with them as the
circumstances of the case might warrant.
In this particular case he (the Attorney
General) had been fully satisfied that the
moment the bondsmen heard the ramour
that the accused had cleared out they
immediately communicated that inform-
ation to the police : and one of them had
at once put down sufficient money to
cover the initial expenses of the police in
telegraphing to different ports in order
that the accused might be watched for.
Moreover those bondsimen had since put
up a considerable sum for the purpose of
investigations wherever necessary in any
part of the world in which the accused
might turn up. In these circumstances,
he being satisfied of the absclute bona
fides of the bondsmen, it would not have
been in the interests of the general ad-,
ministration of justice to enforce the
bonds.

M~r. Bath: 1t is a dengerous precedent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A
dangerous’ precedent might be created
except one went carefully into the merits
of each particular case. The member for
Ivanhoe had asked for a recital of cases
in which similar treatment had been
meted out to the bondsmen., There had
been two in Perth, in both of which the
bonds were estreated by the Magistrate
and subsequently restored. The reason
why the names of these cases should not
be mentioned were, or should be, obvious.
Whilst the Chairman had ruled out of
order the statement of the hon. member
as to special treatment having been dealt
out to these two bondsmen Boileau and
McAuliffe on account of their political
beliefs, he (the Attorney General) had not
attempted to interrupt the hon. member,
for the reason that it seemed to be con-
sidered necessary on the Opposition side
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of the House o muke such Insinuations
against the Government on every
occasion.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must not proceed in that strain.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: If
members of the Government side of the
House were to be told that their actions
were not the actions of honest men—

The CHATIRMAN : Whenever an im-
‘proper remark was made the attention of
the Chairman should be called to it. If
the attention of the Chairman were so
called it would bhe seen that the remark
was withdrawn. But the hon. member
must not, because of his neglect to draw
attention to anv such remark, afterwards
ailude to it.

The ATTORNEY CGENERAL : There
was no desire Or intention on his part to
“dispute any ruling from the Chair, but he
would submit respectfully that it was not
part of his duty to call the attention of
the Chair to disorderly conduct. He
would rather think that was the duty of
the Chairman. However, as the Chair-
man had said he must not refer to the
matter he would proceed with the dis-
cussion of the item. No member who
knew him wounld think that he would
not have done exactly the saine had this
gentlernan been a direct political oppo-
nent. Even the member for Ivanhoe, if
seriously asked a question as to that
would answer it in the same way. The
matter was approached from the point
of view of the conduct of the men. and as
he was satisfied that their conduct was
all that could be expected of them. he
refused to be a party to inflict a penalty.
The amount of the bond was not formally
returned, for inquiries were still being
made. It was not correct to say that no
action had been taken, for, in every part
of Australia, and in places outside of Aus-
tralia, information and a description of
the absconding accused had been sent.
We knew that although for the time being
an accused person succeeded in evading
justice, in the long run it was seldom that
he got away for good. When a photo-
graph and an accurate description were
available, as was the case in connection
with the matter at issue, it was unlikely
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that the accused
lengthy period.

My, Collier : That does not affect the
guestion of the estreatment of the bail.

The ATTORXNEY GENERAL: The
bondsmen recognised that they were
under some obligation and were willing
not merely to bear the expense of the
inquiry, but the entire cost of bringing
back the accused. This clearly showed
the bona fides of those men. There being
no question about their bona fides, he
would not be a party to harass them
unduly. )

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.:3f p.m.

would eaeape fir &
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Questions : Sewnrnge Filters, Burswood ... 1743
Eurly Closibg Prosecutions 1744
Jury list revieion, Geruldton 1745
Stote Battery, Lennonville 1745
Motions : Sitting Hours, extension ... 1745

Staading Ordera Suspension .. . .. 1745
Bill: Supply, £492,747, all stages -
Annus] Estimmates, Votesand Ttems discussed ...

The SPEAKER took the (‘hair at 4.3
p.m.. and read pravers,

QUESTION—SEWERAGE YFILTERS.
BURSWOOD.

My, SWAN asked the Jlinister for
Waorks: 1, Were the septic tanks at

Claisebrook filled and cheir water-tight-
ness tested before being paid for? 2, Was
each length of Monier sewer laid tested
by being tilled with water from manhole
to manhale hetore being paid tor? 3, If
not, will the AMinister have sueh tesis
tmade at onee and report the results to
thix House?



